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    Denise Guess and Kris & Jason Blanchette crew the PWYC desk at 

the Slip Holder’s Appreciation Party…ready to help with your PWYC 

annual dues, CoW registration, and club burgee needs…while some 

strange individual, in a bovine costume, beating a cow bell, photo 

bombs. 

    Sherri and I are really looking forward to spending quality time with 

the club at our annual Change of Watch Celebration on 29 February at 

the Embassy Suites of Springfield.  We’ll start congregating in the bar 

around 7:00 pm, then move to the ball room at 7:30 pm.  There will be 

a seating chart at the entrance to the ball room and the Open Bar will 

be open.  Our Master of Ceremony for the evening, Kevin Ryan will   

introduce the 2020 PWYC Bridge, followed by the Presentation of the 

Colors, performed by the Stafford High School JROTC Color Guard.  

After the National Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance, Harold Jenkinson 

will give the Invocation.  Dinner will start at approximately 8:00 pm. 

 

    It was great to see everybody at the 

Prince William Marina’s Slip Holder’s 

Appreciation Party on Sunday, 2 Febru-

ary!  Many thanks to Carlton and the rest 

of PWM for an outstanding time.  Our 

club is fortunate to have such wonderful 

hosts for our boating experience. 
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    At around 8:45 pm, we’ll start a number of ceremonial agenda items, culminating with   

awarding the annual Steamboat Willie Award!  For those of you who are unfamiliar, the    

Steamboat Willie Award recognizes a captain who experienced an on-water event that he or she 

would rather    forget; however, in the interest of good fun, this event did not cause bodily harm 

or significant boat damage…in other words, the only damage was a possible bruised ego. 

    As the PWYC By-Laws dictate, we’ll do a short General Membership Meeting starting at 9:15 

pm.  After the General Membership Meeting, we’ll crank up the tunes and dance the night 

away…at least until 11:30 pm.  All during this time, don’t forget to take advantage of the photo 

booth we’ll set-up for our memories! 

    After the lights in the ballroom come on at 11:30 pm, that doesn’t mean you need to leave.  

We’ll move over to the bar for our after party party.  There’ll be free pizza, chicken wings, and 

the Open Bar will stay open!  This is going to be a great time! 

    In order to pull-off the CoW and other awesome PWYC social events, we need you to pay your 

annual dues.  At $100 per boat, it really is an awesome deal.  I challenge you to find something 

better.  Your annual fees help fund our numerous social functions around the marina…like our 

monthly Captains Hours and various social events we do during our cruises.  Your dues help the 

club set-up seminars and safety classes that enable PWYC members to share experiences so 

folks can increase their level of abilities on the water and take advantage of increased boating 

opportunities.  Additionally, since our club is a member of the Potomac River Yacht Club           

Association (PRYCA) and the Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association (CBYCA), all Prince    

William Yacht Club dues-paying members enjoy the reciprocity agreements we have with other 

clubs who belong to these organizations.  It doesn’t get much better than this!!! 

    You can pay your annual dues electronically on the PWYC webpage.  Please sign in to 

PWYC.ORG and go to the payments section.  If you have any questions or problems, please 

email Kris Blanchette at membership@pwyc.org. 

    I want to make sure that the entire club knows that everybody is invited to our monthly PWYC 

Board of Directors Meeting.  Our meetings are almost always upstairs in the Blue Bath House…if 

not, we’ll send out a note.  Please watch the Lifeline, emails, and our annual calendar for           

information on the dates and times of our monthly board meetings.  Our next meeting will be in 

the Blue Bath House on Saturday, 7 March at 10:00 am. 

See you on the water, 
 
Mike Connolly 
Summer Daze, D-9 
  

  

 

 

mailto:membership@pwyc.org


  

 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                     MARCH 2020 

5 

  

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

2 February sunset. 

2 February sunset. 

2 February sunset. 



  

 

Rick McHarg 

Vice Commodore 

vicecommodore@pwyc.org  

 

     Happy March to you all!   Yes I realize we are halfway thru                    
February...but that means we are 2 weeks from March and since the 
Groundhog did not see his shadows, we are in for an early spring...and 
that means an early boating season! So Start making plans for         
dewinterizing, brushing up on your safety checklist and getting ready to 
go! 

 
     Was great to see many of you at the PWM slipholder party 2 week-
ends ago.  I hope you all stopped by the PWYC table and signed up for 
the COW, Renewed your membership, and then signed up for the great 
cruises and on water events we offer.   The Commodore has already de-
scribed the Change of Watch Leap-Party 29 Feb.  make sure you don’t 
miss it! 

 
     Our next Social Event is the PWM Employees dinner on March 7 at 
6PM in the Blue Bathouse.  They have asked for a “Mexican “ themed 
menu.  As we provide the fixins, any of you with great fajitas/
enchiladas/ Nachos or other tex-mex culinary expertise should contact 
Denise Guess or Sherri Connolly or Pat Ocasio to offer a dish or a pot or 
whatever.  Monetary contributions are accepted. Volunteers to set up, 
serve, pack up, and cleanup are welcome also.  Look for the flyer later in 
this edition. 

 
   For all you shutterbugs out there, the flyer announcing the 2020 Photo 
contest/rules is on page 16.  Get those sunrise/sunset photos ready!       

 

    Another topic in my job jar is Dock reps.  We still need volunteers for 
B & J docks as we have a new L dock rep Mr Lawrence Botts.  Congrats!  
See a full list of current Dock Representatives on Page 24 of this Lifeline.   
 

     So, in summary, only 16 more shopping days til the COW, 23 days til 
the Employees Dinner, 37 til Spring, and —- til opening day.  Let’s start 
thinking about casting off lines and getting out there!  

 

Rick McHarg “EAGLE ONE” K-40 

...AND FROM THE VICE 
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James Smith 

Rear Commodore 

rearcommodore@pwyc.org  
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Our kickoff event for the 2020 boating season is the annual Cherry      

Blossom Cruise and Photo Shoot.   Bring your family and friends on this 

cruise up the Potomac River to the Tidal Basin in Washington, DC.  Fol-

low our Cruise Leads, Steve and Una “Murphy’s Law” up the river or 

brave it on your own (with a float plan of course). 

A professional photographer will be available to take photographs of your 

boat in front of the blossoms and the Washington Monument 

We have set aside two Saturday dates, March 28th or April 4th with a 1000 

departure planned. Sundays following those dates are weather alterna-

tives.  Final decision will be based on peak bloom dates of the blossoms 

and, of course the weather.  For more information on the cruise see the 

subsequent pages produced by our photographer. 

If you did not have the opportunity to sign up at the Slipholder’s Party 

please contact:    Rear Commodore James Smith .                                        

rearcommodore@pwyc.org 

There continues to be a need for Cruise Leads and Co-Leads for some of 

the upcoming on water events.  Below is our current lists of designated 

leads and co-leads.  Events are listed chronologically: 

 

HERE WE GO! 

CRUISE DATE LEAD CO-LEAD 

Cherry Blossom 3/28 Levenson Smith 

Opening Day 4/18 All Hands All Hands 

TBD 5/22-25 TBD TBD 

Nats Game Land/

Sea 

6/6 Wards TBD 

Patriot’s 

Cruise 
6/13 Mason All Hands 

Dads Day/Col 

Bch 
6/19-21 Smith TBD 

Bay Cruise 7/17-24 TBD TBD 

3 Sisters 8/14-6 McHarg TBD 

Labor Day 

Cruise 
9/4-7 TBD TBD 

PNOTH 9/25-27 TBD TBD 

Cmdrs Cruise 10/9-12 Connolly TBD 

mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org
mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


  

 

Kris Blanchette 

Membership Chair  

membership@pwyc.org  

Ship’s Manifest   
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Congratulations to Sheldon and Beth Lu, Taiwan-On, the big winners 

of the  
“Get Your Dues Back”  

drawing held at the PWM Slipholders party on February 2nd. 

 
     You may have missed the deadline to get your dues back, but don’t miss the 

next deadline or you won’t be in the annual printed directory and you will lose   

access to PWYC events, activities and publications!  Renew by the first day of 

Spring, March 19th. it’s is only a month away!   

 
     You will find a copy of the PWYC Membership Application is in this issue of 
Lifeline.  If you have any changes to your profile (boat name, slip location, email or 
mailing address), please update your profile at www.pwyc.org or email 
membership@pwyc.org.  Deadline to update your information for the             
Directory is March 19! 
 
     The information in the 2020 PWYC Directory will come from your 
online profile, so make sure your information is correct! 
 
     Members who HAVE NOT RENEWED by March 19 will be “de-activated” and 

will no longer have access to the members-only portion of the website or database 

(until you renew your membership).  In addition, if you haven’t paid your dues by 

then your name and information will NOT be included in the 2020 PWYC      

Membership Directory!  You can still renew your membership after that date but 

you won’t be in the printed directory.  Please try to get your renewal in before the 

deadline! 

Subscribe for Automatic Annual Renewal via PayPal at pwyc.org  

(click on “Payments”) 

 

OR 

 

Send a $100.00 check made payable to: PWYC to 

PWYC Membership Committee 

c/o Prince William Marina 

12849 Gordon Boulevard 
                                                 

     Please help me welcome new and renewing Prince William Yacht Club Members 
(between January 1 – Feb 2, 2020 - any membership payments received after this 
date will be listed in the April Lifeline)** 
 

Jonathan Murray and Desiree van Welsum, Synergy 4, other 
Barry and Carrie Braden, This Side Up, H-20 
Janice and William Brooks, Brussels Belle, C-19 
Tim and Barbara Abel, Adventuress** 
Justin and Kathy Cordelli** 
Jim Caputo and Sheri Robinson, Final Approach, H-26                                                                              

http://www.pwyc.org
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Michael D'Amico and Michael Price, Boatel 
David and Donna Fisher, Miss Conduct, I-31 
Joe and Han Peruzzi, Out of the Blue, Boatel 
Paul and Maryellen Wetmore, Getting Wetmore, Boatel 
Jerry and Debbie Eatherly, Hyrule, I-14| 
Walt and Joy Heuer, Slice of Paradise, H-19 
Joan & BC Lam,** 
Jeff and Liz Miller, Boatel 
David and Katherine Kimmell, Lady K II, K-30 
Carl and Caroline Cunningham, Our Tim, L-13 
Fred Hauk and Michele Kennedy, Any Particular Harbor, Other 
Brent and Elaine Bogar, Coco's Crew, Boatel 
Randy and Theresa Becker, Good Vibrations, K-5 
Jay and Jennifer Conley, Boatel 
Mark and Chris Ann Evans, Boatel 
David Hahn, Boatel 
Bill Jasien, Let's Roll, I-Dock 
Rich and Christine Jones, Comfort Solutions, I-21 
Laura Kibby** 
William Loughlin** 
Ed and Christine Mason, American Spirit, I-27 
Brain and Karen McNeice, Boatel 
Margaret Moorhouse** 
Maureen Nelson and Diane Patterson, Mo Fun, J-Dock 
Raymond and Gail Palmer, Sea Reni Tee, B-14 
Pam Cressey and Gene Smith, At Last, B-21 
Michael and Debra Perrella, Boatel 
Kevin and Ann Rychlik, Coffee Break 
Steve and Linda Scheid, Magic Moment, G-18 
Deborah Schick** 
Matthew Shaw, D –13** 
Carol and Rod Vasquez, El Don, K-31 
David and Kathleen Weekman, Slip Away, K-Dock 
Timothy Weston** 
 
**please email membership@pwyc.org to update your profile information to include boat name, dock 
and slip location, and mailing address or your information will not appear in the 2020 directory. 
Thank you!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:membership@pwyc.org
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Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  

About Boating Safety Training 
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The 2020 Vessel Safety Checks  schedule will be on: 
 
 

  April 25, 2020 
 

May 9, 2020 
 

 
 
Sign-up sheets will be available 1 week before they are scheduled in the 
Blue Bathhouse.  If you have any questions, please contact our Safety     
Officer. 

2020 Vessel Safety Checks 



  

 

 

   

                                                 Balance as of 01/01/2020:                                                                                                     $ 8731.56 

                                                 Receipts (dues, COW, interest)                                                                                $ 4118.77 

                                                  Expenses (Closing Day, Photo Contest, flags, 

                                                   burgees, CBYCA and PRYCA dues)                                                          $ -1397.12  

 

                                                  New balance as of 02/01/2020                                                                               $ 11453.21 

              Treasurer’s Report 
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Sherry Samar 

Treasurer 

 

13 



  

 

   

                                                  

PWM SLIP HOLDERS PARTY...and CoW Plug 
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HOLY CoW!  Remember to sign up for Change of Watch! 

It’s always fun with the CoW.  Hope to see you all there! 

PWM—THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO FOR US! 

Photos provided by Rick McHarg 
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STEAMBOAT WILLIE AWARD 

 

….another reason to attend the Change of Watch if you need more than one 

 

Each year at the Change of Watch gala, our club recognizes a Captain with the       
prestigious Steamboat Willie Award.  The award is given to the Captain who              
experienced an on-water mishap that did not cause any bodily harm or significant 
boat damage.  Previous winners have: 
 
- swam the wrong way after falling off their boat 
- failed to put in the stopcock on their dinghy and had to drive it to shore before it     
  sank 
-  grounded their Searay  
-  returned to PWM pulled by a Tow Boat and with crab pots tangled in both props 
-  been rescued on their jet ski after sucking up a ski rope and losing power 
-  led a flotilla of Searays to the wrong destination 
 
In each situation, the only damage was a bruised ego. 
 
If you would like to nominate a fellow Captain (or more) for this year's Steamboat 
Willie Award, please send Mike Connolly (our fearless Commodore) an email at  
commodore@pwyc.org with a brief description of the situation.  Neither you nor the 
winner need to be present at the Change of Watch on February 29th.   If the winner is 
unable to attend the CoW, we’ll make sure to properly present the award to that      
person at some point during the boating season. 



  

 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                    MARCH 2020 

16 



  

 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                    MARCH 2020 

17 



  

 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                    MARCH 2020 

18 



  

 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                    MARCH 2020 

19 



  

 

20 

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 3                                     MARCH 2020 

 
 

Important Note:  Check the PWYC.org website for updates or changes 
to the calendar. 

 

2020 PWYC CALENDAR  
Contact Denise Guess-Parsons,  Pat Ocasio, or Sherri Connolly social@pwyc.org, to help  

 FEBRUARY 

29            Change of Watch (Embassy Suites Springfield); PWYC General Membership  
                Meeting 

MARCH 

7              Board Meeting @ 10:00 am   

7                                  PWM Employee Appreciation Dinner @ 5:30 pm  

13-15       Dulles Boat Show (PWM Event)  

28            USCG Auxiliary Boating Safety Course (PWM event) 

28                               Cherry Blossom Cruise (back up date April 4th) 

APRIL           

4              Board Meeting @ 9:00 am  

4                              Cherry Blossom Cruise (back up date)  

11          Cook Out @ 5 pm  

18            OPENING DAY! (Joint PWM event) 
Potomac River Cleanup @ 10:00 am 
Dock Rep Meeting @ 11:30 am 
General Membership Meeting and Lunch @ 12:00 pm 
Opening Ceremony @ 1:30 pm 
Sock Burning @ 2:00 pm 
Duck Drop @ 2:30 pm  
Practical Boating Seminars @ 3:00 pm 
Captain’s Hour @ 6:00 pm 

 

Continue next page 
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25             USCG Vessel Safety Checks  

MAY         

2              Board Meeting @ TBD 

2                                    Kentucky Derby Party @ 5:00 pm 

9               USCG Vessel Safety Checks  

16             Blessing of the Fleet (ORMA event) 

16                               Dock Crawl @ 5:00 pm  

22 -25      Memorial Day Cruise to DC Wharf (HOME GAMES: Nationals versus Marlins) 

 

JUNE   

6               Board Meeting @ TBD   

12             Captain’s Hour @ 7:30pm (Host: K Dock, after Patriot Cruise Volunteer Briefing)  

13             Patriot Cruise and Salute 

19-21        Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial Beach (Joint PWM event) 

JULY            

11             Board Meeting @ TBD 

11              Captain’s Hour @ 6:00 pm (Host: A-D Docks) 

18             PRYCA Float In 

17-24        Annual Bay Cruise 

25              Pig Roast (Welcome home from the annual cruise) 

Continue next page 
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AUGUST          

1                Board Meeting @ 9:00 am 

2                Founders Day, Cook Out  

14-16        Three sisters raft up/DC Wharf/Yard’s Marina (HOME GAME: Nationals versus  
                 Padres)  

22             Captain’s Hour (Host: E/F/G Docks) 

SEPTEMBER            

3               Board Meeting @ 6:00pm (Thursday at EP) 

4-7           Labor Day Cruise (Joint PWM event) (Point Lookout or Cole’s Point) 

11             Patriot Day Fireworks (Friday) (PWM event) 

12            Crab Feast @ 5:00 pm  

18-20        Norfolk Boat Show  (PWM event) 

19             Captain’s Hour (Host: H Dock)  

25-27        Pirates Night on the Hook (Joint PWM event) AAAAARGH!!! 

OCTOBER 

2                Gainesville-Haymarket Rotary Club Friday Night Golf 
 
3                Board Meeting @ TBD 
  
9-12           Commodore’s Cruise  

31               Halloween Party  

 

Continue next page 
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NOVEMBER         

7            CLOSING DAY  
General Membership Meeting @ 4:00 pm 
Closing Ceremony @ 5:00 pm (including flag retirement) 
Chili Cook-off and Photo Contest @ 6:00 pm (Host: I/J/Boatel) 

 

DECEMBER 

5               Board Meeting @ 10:00 am/PWYC Board Brunch/2021 Calendar Build 

5              Christmas Boat Lighting (PWM event)  

12             Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery 
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A Vacant     adockrep@pwyc.org 

B Vacant   bdockrep@pwyc.org 

C Tom Payne “Common Sense” C-12 cdockrep@pwyc.org 

D Kris Blanchette “Lucky Paws” D-15 ddockrep@pwyc.org 

E Harold Jenkinson “April Fools” E-8      edockrep@pwyc.org 

F Scott Parsons “Finally Got it Right” F-6 fdockrep@pwyc.org 

G Pat Ocasio “Seas the Moment” G-36 gdockrep@pwyc.org 

H Laurie Ryan/Lou Ward 
“Ryans Hope” / “Perfect Tim-
ing” 

H-35/H30 hdockrep@pwyc.org 

I  Sheldon Lu “Taiwan-On” I Dock idockrep@pwyc.org 

J Vacant     idockrep@pwyc.org 

K John Khoury            “Judy Blue Eyes” K-20 kdockrep@pwyc.org 

L Lawrence Botts  “Brown Eyed Girl” L-24 ldockrep@pwyc.org     

Boatel Joe Peruzzi               “Out of the Blue”   boatelrep@pwyc.org 

2020 DOCK REPRESENTATIVES 

mailto:adockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:bdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:cdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ddockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:edockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:fdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:gdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:hdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:kdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ldockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:boatelrep@pwyc.org


  

 

Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

 

All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by 

the 10th of each month.  The Lifeline will be published on or around 

the 20th of each month.                

                    

 Submit via email to:  jasonblanch@gmail.com  

 

This months chuckle by Chump Scallywag:   

 

“Why don’t seagulls fly over the bay?  Because if they did, they’d be 

called ‘Baygulls’. 

 

 

 

This issue is brought to you by the letter ‘C’ - as in “It’s Change of 

Watch (CoW) time!”  
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            Jason Blanchette 

           Lifeline Editor and  

           all around nice guy  

            Lucky Paws (D-15) 


