
  

 

           

Lifeline  
 

Member Club Of:  Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association (CBYCA)   
& 

Potomac  River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) 
 

 
 

Prince William Yacht Club  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

From the Helm …….2 

From the Vice…....5 

From the Rear Commodore…...6 

Manifest…..................7 

Safety Officer Update and Quiz….8 

Treasurer's Report…………13 

Photo Contest………...14 

PWYC 2020 Calendar….15-17 

2020 Dock Reps……….…….18 

Chump Chuckle………..19 

 

 

Picture Courtesy of Kris Blanchette  

           

Lifeline  
 

Member Club Of:  Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association (CBYCA)   
& 

Potomac  River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) 
 

 
 

   Water is Open! 

   

Prince William Yacht Club  

               

                     JUNE 2020  



  

 

  

                      

  

 

 

 

              Mike Connolly 

            Commodore 

            commodore@pwyc.org  
                       

 

 

 

 

PWYC BRIDGE  

 

COMMODORE  

Mike Connolly 

“Summer Daze” (D-9)  

 

 VICE COMMODORE  

Rick McHarg 

“EAGLE ONE” (K-40)  

 

REAR COMMODORE  

James Smith 

“Express Yourself” (H-41) 

 

 SECRETARY  

Ralph Ocasio 

“Seas the Moment” (G-36) 

   
 

TREASURER 

 Sherry Samar  

“Irish Hawk: (E-06)  

 

 IPC  

J Gaston  

“Patriot Dreams” (H-43)  

 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIR  

Kris Blanchette 

 “Lucky Paws” (D-15)   

 

LIFELINE EDITOR 

Jason Blanchette 

“Lucky Paws” (D-15) 

 

SOCIAL CHAIR 

Denise Guess-Parsons 

 “Finally Got It Right” (F-6) 

 

CO-SOCIAL CHAIR 

Sherri Connolly 

“Summer Daze” (D-9)  

 

CO-SOCIAL CHAIR 

Pat Ocasio 

“Seas the Moment” (G-36) 

 

  SAFETY CHAIR 

 Bob Schwartz  

“Alexandra” (F-12)  

 

 IT Services  

Virginia Gaston 

“Patriot Dreams” (H-43) 

 

 PRYCA DELEGATE 

 Sheldon Lu and Beth Lu 

  

 CBYCA DELEGATE  

Tim Abel 

FROM THE HELM  

VOLUME MMXX—ISSUE 6                                     JUNE 2020 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This picture epitomizes everything that’s wrong with 2020… 

that’s a Roadrunner in the Coyote’s mouth. 
 

It was great seeing so many of you at the marina on Saturday, 2 May!  

We are a social club that just happens to be organized around boats.  

Pandemics are not conducive to being social, but we proved that we 

can still have fun while social distancing.  I’m not aware of any        

problems, but your Board of Directors asks that as we get more      

comfortable around the docks exercising social distancing while        

socializing, please keep in mind that COVID-19 is still an issue and 

some of us are more susceptible than others. 

Please thank Vice Commodore Rick McHarg for his virtual Great Loop 

presentation on 15 May, as well as Treasurer Sherry Samar and Social 

Chair Denise Guess for setting up the Captain’s Hour.  We also need to 

thank Rear Commodore James Smith for his outstanding leadership 

putting together the club’s 16 May non-raft up gathering in              

Mattawoman Creek on such short-notice.  Well done all! 

Now that Maryland has lifted its prohibition 

on recreational boating in Maryland waters, 

things are starting to look up…at least as it 

applies to getting out on the water!  Before 

you cast off for the Potomac and Chesa-

peake, please see the website below for   

Maryland recreational boating restrictions 

that will remain in effect: 

https://news.maryland.gov/

dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-

questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-

home-order/ 

https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
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It’s awesome to be flying our Colors again! 
 
Your Prince William Yacht Club Board of Directors is continuing to do what we can to adjust our 

club’s schedule given all the uncertainties.  The latest big change that we’re forced to make is to 

postpone the Patriot Cruise and Salute scheduled for 13 June.  Obviously, this one is tough…the 

PCS is one of PWYC’s biggest events of the year.  Your Board of Directors will work with Ed & 

Christine Mason on the possibility of rescheduling the PCS in the fall.  Please don’t hesitate to    

contact me (commodore@pwyc.org) or any Board Member with questions. 

If you recall, at the Change of Watch I announced the start of a club competition to give a name to 

the PWYC Mariner that appears on our burgee.  The PWYC Mariner is a unique symbol that easily 

stands-out amongst other Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay club burgees.  By naming the       

mariner, we’ll make him a more enduring symbol that will give us a better sense of pride that we 

can rally around.  If you have any ideas for the PWYC Mariner’s name, please email them to me at 

commodore@pwyc.org.  Depending on how many responses I receive, I’ll either announce the  

winner at our Closing Day General Membership Meeting on 7 November, or we’ll conduct a vote of 

the top names at this meeting. 

 
 
 

 

 

                       

 

mailto:commodore@pwyc.org
mailto:commodore@pwyc.org
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If you haven’t already, please pick up your Membership Directory and Card that Membership Chair 
Kris Blanchette placed in the Blue Bath House and thank her for the hard work. 
  
Please be safe, remain healthy, continue to check on each other, and stay flexible. 

Let’s keep praying for each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 2 May and Spring has sprung. 
 
 
See you on the water, 
 
Mike Connolly 
Summer Daze, D-9 
 

P.S. Please keep Bob Carr’s mother and the rest of their family in your thoughts and prayers.  Bob’s 
mom passed away of natural causes.  She was 98 years young. 
 

                       

 

 

 

 



  

 

Rick McHarg 

Vice Commodore 

vicecommodore@pwyc.org  

 

Greetings to all PWYC members…With the best news recently that we can once 
again cruise the waters of the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay, we can begin to 
make plans for a great summer cruising season.   

 

What this means regarding the PWYC Calendar is that beginning with this    
weekend, 16-17 May, as long as weather is kind, we can make plans to get out 
there and cruise!  And as Virginia and Maryland shore establishments slowly 
open to support our visits (marinas, crab restaurants, harbors), we can anticipate 
a gradual return to normal cruising.  Although we won’t have a “Blessing of the 
Fleet” or Dock Crawl, last Friday we offered a presentation of my Great Loop brief 
before the virtual CAPTs Hour.   We had about 20 folks tune in including a half 
dozen CAPTs seriously interested in starting to plan their Loop and several who 
want my slides.  A great showing!  

 

Your Dock Rep should be informing you that the Bay and rivers were open.  They 
should also be encouraging a dock get together soon, of course abiding by social 
distancing rules.  We expect to get news from USCG Auxiliary on being able to 
conduct Safety inspections again soon.  Check Safety Officer Bob Schwartz’s     
column for status on that. 

 

See you on the Docks! 

 

Rick McHarg “EAGLE ONE” K-40 

...AND FROM THE VICE 
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James Smith 

Rear Commodore 

rearcommodore@pwyc.org  
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With the opening of the Maryland waters we are slowly beginning to     

expand into our “new normal”.  One thing is certain, for our immediate     

futures boating will not look like it has in the past.  Following the CDC 

guidelines for Social Distancing and wearing face covers will keep us all 

safer.  Bringing friends on board, rafting up, pot lucks will probably not be 

an option this summer.  None-the-less, within these limitations we can 

still enjoy a robust boating season that is relaxing, invigorating and       

refreshing.   

 

With that in mind the next planned event will be the Fathers Day Cruise 
to Colonial Beach.  The Colonial Beach Yacht Center, who is our host for 
the event are still advertising as being closed through the end of May.  I 
did contact the Dockmaster and they are unsure with how the month of 
June is going to line-up.  We are on a “hold” until we get information    
regarding their expected status.  I don’t expect any update from them    
until early June so we are looking at a last minute fire drill in any case.  
What we can anticipate according to the Virginia governor, and barring 
any  further extensions is for “Phase I” to become effective on May 15th.  
Phase 1 of easing restrictions will involve Virginia residents continuing 
working from home and social distancing, wearing face coverings in    
public, and not gathering in groups of more than 10 people. 
 
However, phase 1 would ease limits on businesses and faith communities 
and would transition from a stay at home directive to a "safer at home" 
guideline, especially for those in vulnerable positions. 
 
Businesses will have to follow phase 1 guidelines, which include physical 
distancing, enhanced cleaning and disinfection, and enhanced workplace 
safety.  Hopefully this will provide some access to our favorite Potomac 
restaurants. Stay tuned and be flexible.   
 
With new found freedom many of us will venture out solo or in small 

groups.  Have fun and above all be safe.  File a Float Plan with the Marina 

or let a pal know where you are going to be and when you expect to         

return.   

 

If any late breaking club activities or news comes up, we will send it to you 
via email. 

REAR COMMODORE UPDATE 

mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


  

 

Kris Blanchette 

Membership Chair  

membership@pwyc.org  

Ship’s Manifest   
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Pick up your membership packet to get get your BoatUS dis-
count Code! 
 
Your membership packets are available now in the #2 Blue Bathhouse (beside the 
pool).  Your membership packet includes a hard copy of the 2020 PWYC Member-
ship Directory, 2 membership cards and other materials.  Your BoatUS discount 
code is on your membership card. Please email membership@pwyc.org if you do 
not want a hard copy of the directory or membership cards this year. 
 
If you ordered a Burgee this year, it has either been dropped off on 
your boat or is in your member package.  Please let me know if you 
have paid for one and not received it. 
 
Please help me welcome our new Prince William Yacht Club 
members (between April 1 and April 30, 2020). 
   
Joe and Heather Messina, H-21  
 
If you know someone that hasn’t renewed their membership for the 2020 season, 
renewal forms are available in the Blue Boat House by the pool or email           
membership@pwyc.org to renew by credit card.  
 
Renewal forms can be mailed with $100 payment by check made payable to: 
PWYC to 
PWYC Membership Committee 
c/o Prince William Marina 
12849 Gordon Boulevard 
Woodbridge, VA 22192-3240 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:membership@pwyc.org
mailto:membership@pwyc.org


  

 

 

Maryland Is Open For Recreational Boating 
 
 
Below is the link to the most recent decision regarding recreational boating from the 
Governor of Maryland.  Effective Thursday, May 7, at 7 a.m., recreational boating    
activities, including motorized and non-motorized vessels and personal watercraft, are 
permitted, however: 
 
 - Boaters must be with immediate family members or people with which they reside.  
 
 - No more than 10 people can be on a boat at one time, including captain and crew. 
 
 - Boats must be distanced from each other by at least 10 feet and are prohibited from 
rafting up, beaching, or having rendezvous events. 
 
 - Boats are prohibited from docking at restaurants or bars. 
 
 - Vessel and boat races remain prohibited. 
 
 - Marinas can reopen to recreational boaters, but must adhere to Maryland              
Departments of Commerce and Health guidelines. 
 
 - Pump-out stations and boats may resume operations under the Departments of 
Commerce and Health guidelines. 
 
 - Local jurisdictions may choose to open public boat ramps, but must ensure social 
distancing guidelines. 
 
All normal boating rules and regulations are in effect and must be followed. 
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-
governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue next page. 

Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  

Safety Officer Update and Quiz 
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https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Marinas-One-Pager-May-5.pdf
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/05/06/frequently-asked-questions-about-governor-hogans-stay-at-home-order/
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              Treasurer’s Report 
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Sherry Samar 

Treasurer 
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Important Note:  Check the PWYC.org website for updates or changes 
to the calendar. 

 

2020 PWYC CALENDAR  
Contact Denise Guess-Parsons,  Pat Ocasio, or Sherri Connolly social@pwyc.org, to help  

  

JUNE   

6               Board Meeting @ TBD 

19-21        Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial Beach (Joint PWM event) 

 

JULY            

11             Board Meeting @ TBD 

11              Captain’s Hour @ 6:00 pm (Host: A-D Docks) 

18             PRYCA Float In 

17-24        Annual Bay Cruise 

25              Pig Roast (Welcome home from the annual cruise) 

 

 

 

 

Continue next page 
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AUGUST          

1                Board Meeting @ 9:00 am 

2                Founders Day, Cook Out  

14-16        Three sisters raft up/DC Wharf/Yard’s Marina (HOME GAME: Nationals versus  
                 Padres)  

22             Captain’s Hour (Host: E/F/G Docks) 

SEPTEMBER            

3               Board Meeting @ 6:00pm (Thursday at EP) 

4-7           Labor Day Cruise (Joint PWM event) (Point Lookout or Cole’s Point) 

11             Patriot Day Fireworks (Friday) (PWM event) 

12            Crab Feast @ 5:00 pm  

18-20        Norfolk Boat Show  (PWM event) 

19             Captain’s Hour (Host: H Dock)  

25-27        Pirates Night on the Hook (Joint PWM event) AAAAARGH!!! 

OCTOBER 

2                Gainesville-Haymarket Rotary Club Friday Night Golf 
 
3                Board Meeting @ TBD 
  
9-12           Commodore’s Cruise  

31               Halloween Party  

 

Continue next page 
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NOVEMBER         

7            CLOSING DAY  
General Membership Meeting @ 4:00 pm 
Closing Ceremony @ 5:00 pm (including flag retirement) 
Chili Cook-off and Photo Contest @ 6:00 pm (Host: I/J/Boatel) 

 

DECEMBER 

5               Board Meeting @ 10:00 am/PWYC Board Brunch/2021 Calendar Build 

5              Christmas Boat Lighting (PWM event)  

12             Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery 
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A Vacant     adockrep@pwyc.org 

B Vacant   bdockrep@pwyc.org 

C Tom Payne “Common Sense” C-12 cdockrep@pwyc.org 

D Kris Blanchette “Lucky Paws” D-15 ddockrep@pwyc.org 

E Harold Jenkinson “April Fools” E-8      edockrep@pwyc.org 

F Scott Parsons “Finally Got it Right” F-6 fdockrep@pwyc.org 

G Pat Ocasio “Seas the Moment” G-36 gdockrep@pwyc.org 

H Laurie Ryan/Lou Ward 
“Ryans Hope” / “Perfect Tim-
ing” 

H-35/H30 hdockrep@pwyc.org 

I  Sheldon Lu “Taiwan-On” I Dock idockrep@pwyc.org 

J Vacant     idockrep@pwyc.org 

K John Khoury            “Judy Blue Eyes” K-20 kdockrep@pwyc.org 

L Lawrence Botts  “Brown Eyed Girl” L-24 ldockrep@pwyc.org     

Boatel Joe Peruzzi               “Out of the Blue”   boatelrep@pwyc.org 

2020 DOCK REPRESENTATIVES 

mailto:adockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:bdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:cdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ddockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:edockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:fdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:gdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:hdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:kdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ldockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:boatelrep@pwyc.org


  

 

Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

 

All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by 

the 10th of each month.  The Lifeline will be published on or around 

the 20th of each month.                

    

 This month’s chuckle by Chump Scallywag:   

 

Quarantine question—Is it me, or does everyone else feel 

we’ve been sent to our room by mother nature for acting 

out of line?   

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This issue is brought to you by the letter ‘O’ - as in “The waterways 

are open!” 
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            Jason Blanchette 

           Lifeline Editor and  

           all around nice guy  

            Lucky Paws (D-15) 


