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This year, the CoW will be held on 29 February (so it’ll be a “Leap 

CoW”) at the Embassy Suites of Springfield from 7:00 to 11:30 pm.  

Please send your RSVP and menu selection to: 

Denise Guess-Parsons 
4111 Londonderry Drive 

Jefferson, Maryland 21755 

The cost per person is $100 for PWYC members in good standing and 

$130 for non-members.  As part of your RSVP, please include your en-

trée choice…look for the CoW flyer at the end of this Lifeline for a de-

scription of the three available entrées. 

You get a lot more than just admission and an excellent dinner for the 

cost per person.  Our Social Chair, Denise Guess-Parsons and the rest of 

the Social Committee, Pat Ocasio and Sherri Connolly have arranged for 

an open bar, dancing to the magical sounds of a local DJ, a photo booth, 

an after-party party where the libations will continue to flow past 11:30 

pm, and most importantly, the type of camaraderie that money can’t 

buy! 

You don’t have to spend the night, but if you do, please reserve your 

room at: 

https://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/D/

DCASVES-CWG-20200229/index.jhtml? WT.mc_id=POG 

Group Code: CWG 

Per the PWYC By-laws, we’ll also conduct a short General Membership 

meeting that will start at approximately 9:00 pm. 

 
 
 
Continue next page 
 
 
 

If you haven’t already, it’s time to 
sign-up for, and get excited about, 
our  annual Change of Watch Cele-
bration (the “CoW”)!   



  

 

  

We’ll also present the “Steamboat Willie” Award.  This Award recognizes a captain who experienced 

an on-water event that he or she would rather forget; however, in the interest of good fun, this event 

should not have caused bodily harm or significant boat damage…in other words, the only damage 

was a possible bruised ego.  Here are some examples of what previous winners did in order to win 

the award: 

- Swam the wrong way after falling off their boat 
- Failed to put in the stopcock on their dinghy and had to drive it to shore before it sank 
- Grounded their Searay  
- Returned to PWM pulled by a Tow Boat and with crab pots tangled in both props 
- Rescued from their jet ski after sucking up a ski rope and losing power 
- Led a flotilla of Searays to the wrong destination 
 
Obviously, these types of events aren’t something that the captain who accomplished them readily 
presents to the club for Steamboat Willie consideration.  WE NEED YOU TO NOMINATE ONE OR 
MORE FELLOW CAPTAINS!  If you w ould like to nom inate one or  m ore captain for  
this year’s Steamboat Willie Award, please send me an email with a description of what occurred.  A 
certain amount of embellishment is authorized.  Keep in mind that neither you nor the winner need 
be present at the CoW. 
 
Getting back to being a PWYC member in good standing, please remember to pay your membership 
dues as soon as you can!  Paying early helps your club plan events for the year.  You can find infor-
mation on how to renew your membership in the flyer at the end of this Lifeline or by emailing Kris 
Blanchette at membership@pwyc.org.  If you’ve already paid your dues, make sure you remind    
others to do the same! 
 
As we start the second month of the year, I’d like to share with you some of the guiding principles the 
PWYC Board of Director’s is using to guide our planning for 2020: 
 
MISSION (The mission is from the PWYC By-laws and doesn’t change from year-to-year): To pro-

mote safe, enjoyable, and responsible boating activities; to represent its members' interests in mat-

ters affecting recreational boating on a local, regional, and national level; and to provide instruction, 

education, and training in the skills necessary for the enjoyment of recreational boating and to en-

courage social interaction amongst its members. 

From this mission statement, the Board of Director’s derived the following for 2020: 

VISION:  We are a social, boating organization that endures due to our close partnership with Prince 

William Marina, the camaraderie and active participation of all our members, and the unique      

nautical traditions and recreational opportunities of the Potomac River and the rest of the Chesa-

peake Bay. 

 

 

Continue next page 
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VALUES: 

Welcoming environment for all PWYC members  
Importance of PWYC members volunteering to champion events so as to increase a sense of club 

ownership and encourage future  
PWYC Leaders Continual recruitment of new PWYC board members  
Respect for our nation, military, and veterans 
Visibility of the club at the marina and around the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay 
Regard for the unique, symbiotic relationship between PWYC and PWM Appreciation for PWYC 

traditions while simultaneously nurturing new ideas in order to promote club pride and      
ensure its continued existence 

Foster a safe and informed boating experience 
 

If you’d like to learn more about how your Board of Director’s plans to adhere to our mission state-

ment as well as the 2020 vision and values, please ask me or any other member of the PWYC Board.  

We’d be happy to discuss how we intend to continue to make PWYC the outstanding organization 

that it is and 2020 the best year yet! 

 
See you on the water, 
 
Mike Connolly 
Summer Daze, D-9 
 

 
 
 
  

  

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our wonderful marina on 7 December 2019 
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Rick McHarg 

Vice Commodore 

vicecommodore@pwyc.org  

 

Welcome to the February 2020 edition of the Lifeline.  Your Bridge has 
been hard at work finalizing the 2020 Calendar of events (attached) and 
our annual budget.   You have already heard from the Commodore about 
the COW (Change Of Watch) Celebration.  Please join us!  

I have been busy finalizing a list of intrepid 2020 Dock Reps—as it is on 
my bucket list, and it is below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For future planning, I plan on hosting a short Dock Rep meeting on 
Opening Day (April 18) m orning at 11:30.  W e still need  A, J 
and L Dock Reps.  If you are interested, e-mail me at                      
vicecommodore@pwyc.org.  As you all know, we are a club of volun-
teers, and Dock Reps are your conduit to activities, social events and 
dock unity and camaraderie.  I am their direct contact on the Bridge, so 
let me hear from you! 

We are actively planning March and April activities.  They include our 
annual PWM Employees Appreciation Dinner, a pot luck affair upstairs 
in the blue bathhouse on March 7/5:30 pm where we provide everything 
for the employees and their families.  If you can cook or lend a hand, 
please contact Sherri Connolly, Pat Ocasio, or Denise Parsons, our      
Social Chairs.   
 
A Boating Safety Course is available on March 28 – Sign up with PWM.  
And USCG Safety checks will begin in April along with our Opening Day 
on April 18.  It w ill be a fun -filled day of activities, starting with our 
Potomac Shoreline Cleanup and ending with a Captains Hour sponsored 
by your Bridge. 

 

Continue next page 
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A Vacant     adockrep@pwyc.org 

B Jeff Hoel “The Hoel Crew” B-1 bdockrep@pwyc.org 

C Tom Payne “Common Sense” C-12 cdockrep@pwyc.org 

D Kris Blanchette “Lucky Paws” D-15 ddockrep@pwyc.org 

E Harold Jenkinson “April Fools” E-8      edockrep@pwyc.org 

F Scott Parsons “Finally Got it Right” F-6 fdockrep@pwyc.org 

G Pat Ocasio “Seas the Moment” G-36 gdockrep@pwyc.org 

H 
Laurie Ryan/Lou 
Ward 

“Ryans Hope” / “Perfect 
Timing” 

H-35/
H30 

hdockrep@pwyc.org 

I  Sheldon Lu “Taiwan-On” I Dock idockrep@pwyc.org 

J Vacant     idockrep@pwyc.org 

K John Khoury            “Judy Blue Eyes” K-20 kdockrep@pwyc.org 

L Vacant     ldockrep@pwyc.org     

Boatel Joe Peruzzi               “Out of the Blue”   boatelrep@pwyc.org 

mailto:vicecommodore@pwyc.org
mailto:adockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:bdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:cdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ddockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:edockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:fdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:gdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:hdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:idockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:kdockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:ldockrep@pwyc.org
mailto:boatelrep@pwyc.org


  

 

 

Be sure to pay attention to the On Water Events directed by our Rear Commodore 
James Smith.  He will be looking for volunteers with more experience to lead yacht 
club cruises.   

 

Finally, The boating season kicks off with the Cherry Blossom cruise and Nats 
games, and both events involve photos and start our fabulous annual Photo contest.  
Start taking  those snaps now!  You will see the contest rules in a Lifeline coming 
soon! 

 

See you at the PWM Slipholders Party on Feb 2 and at the COW on Feb 29!...and on 
the Docks! 

 

Rick McHarg “EAGLE ONE” K-40 

 

 

 

...AND FROM THE VICE 
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James Smith 

Rear Commodore 

rearcommodore@pwyc.org  
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As we begin to turn our thoughts to the upcoming 2020 boating season, 

your Board has put together a schedule of what we feel will be fun, safe 

and exciting land and sea based club events.  We will revisit some of our 

favorite stops from the previous boating seasons and we have added a 

couple of new items that we hope you all will have the opportunity to en-

joy as well.  Over the next few weeks I will be reaching out to a few of our 

previous SMEs, (That’s airline talk for Subject Matter Experts) and using 

their wealth of knowledge to again assist us by taking the lead in some of 

the events. Volunteerism is the key to ensure that all events are carefully 

and fully planned and executed.  I will also be asking for new volunteers 

to step up to the plate and assist or lead some of the cruises.  We have a 

wealth of knowledge at the PWYC and with the Marina staff so no one will 

be single-handidly trying to organize an event.  Our kick off event will be 

the Cherry Blossom Cruise scheduled for late March or early April, Bud 

dependent (the trees, not the beer).  After that, at least one land based 

event and one water based event is planned every month until the sea-

son’s end.  Take a look at the 2020 PWYC Calendar enclosed in this news-

letter and contact me or any Board Member and let us know where you 

think that you can contribute. 

 
GOOD INFO: 
 
Boaters are eligible to receive 17.5 cents back for every gallon of gas you 
buy for your boat all year long!  For example if you buy 200 gallons of 
GAS you are eligible to receive $35.00 back from the Department of     
Motor Vehicles.  Google:  ‘Virginia boat gas tax refund’ for more in-
formation.  Enjoy your refund 
 

UPCOMING BOATING SEASON 

mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


  

 

Kris Blanchette 

Membership Chair  

membership@pwyc.org  

Ship’s Manifest   
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Happy New Year!! 

 

 
Best of luck to the 75 members that paid their PWYC Membership dues by Decem-
ber 31, 2019 and are eligible for the "Annual Get Your Dues Back Drawing”, which 
will be held at the PWM Slip Holders Appreciation Party on February 2nd! We will 
also be on site at the party to accept new and renewing member payments – hope 
to see you there!  Please note, if you previously had auto-renew set up through pay
-pal, you will need to renew via pay-pal again this year to set that up as all past au-
to-renews were deleted after the 2018 season.   

Please help me welcome new and renewing Prince William Yacht Club Members 
between December 2, 2019 and December 31, 2019. Any membership payments 
received after this date will be listed in the March Lifeline: 
 
William and Shirley Embrey, Chief Six, Boatel 
Pete and Michele Maravas, Lucky Dog 
Tom and Julie Cornbrooks, Divine Intervention, D-8 
Bob and Margaret Kirby, It's 5 O'Clock Somewhere, I-22 
Laura Lee, Hat Trick II 
Jay and Casey Dowling, Naught On Call, F-16 
Jason and Kris Blanchette, Lucky Paws, D-15 
Sheldon and Beth Lu, Taiwan-On 
Mike and Sherri Connolly, Summer Daze, D-9 
Rick and Kris McHarg, EAGLE ONE, K-40 
Jack and Sherry Samar, Irish Hawk, E-6 
J and Ginger Gaston, Patriot Dreams, H-43 
Frank Beatty, Uptown Girl, H-42 
Steve and Pam Marsters, Boatel 
David and Sonia Astle, Crew Lounge, Trailer/Home 
Steve Levenson and Una Murhpy, Murphy's Law, H-39 
Durel Lewis, Sea Duke, F-13 
Ralph and Pat Ocasio, Seas The Moment, G-36 
Philip and Heidi Schoepflin, Liberty Call, Boatel 
Doug and Jenna Burum, Another Sunday Morning, E-1 
James and Quintina Smith, Express Yourself, H-41 
Robert Schwartz, Alexandra, F-12 
Jonna Wooten, Boatel 
Robert and Paula Voith, Boredom Busters, Boatel 
Lou Ward, Perfect Timing, H-30 
Ed and Adriana Guedel, Yin & Yang, D -3 
Gerald Hehe and Sarah Schnittger, Next Chapter II, K-10 
Kevin and Laurie Ryan, Ryan's Hope, H-35 
James and Nancy Jackson, Grand Escape, G-23 
Thomas and Kathleen Griffin, Boatel 
Frank Murray, Jr, Loose Change, C-14 
Mark and Mary Lou Sikorski, Shellback Too, E-10 
Fred and Kathleen Roggero, Boatel 

 
Continue next page 
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Scott and Denise Parsons, Finally Got It Right, F-6 
Mark Dungan and Sierra Guadalupe, Kokopelli, K-35 
Jason and Shannon Leydig, Nauti Pleasures, L-3 
Shawn and Stephanie Burget, Nordica, K-34 
John and Marcie McCauley, Pay It Forward, D -7 
Michael Pobat, What's Up Dock, Boatel 
Idris and Sabine Grant, Luna Sea, K-24 
Chris and Eve Borner, Kiwi Magic, H-17 
David and Jillian Szczepanek, Feefs, B-11 
Karl Walther and Peyton Oaks, Boatel 
Don and Eileen Thornburg, North Star, D -11 
Steve and Kim Harrison, Cool Runnings, K-13 
Dick and Nikki Thomas, Boatel 
Terry and Prudy Stefanik, Harvest Moon, K-6 
Phil and Vicki Kirby, No Vacancy, I-dock 
James and Tuula Ross, Sea Breeze N, C-11 
John and Anne Williamson, Boatel 
Dean and Debbie Cognetti, Cogs Cruiser, Boatel 
Peter Pasek and Carol Gray, After All!, K-8 
Fred and Nancy Hanscom, 401(K), C-19 

 

If you haven’t renewed your membership for the 2020 season and want to do so 
now, you have options! 
 

Subscribe via PayPal or Credit Card at pwyc.org  

(click on “Payments”) 

Or 

Send a $100.00 check made payable to: PWYC to 

PWYC Membership Committee 

c/o Prince William Marina 

12849 Gordon Boulevard 

Woodbridge, VA 22192-3240 

 
Thanks everyone, see you on the docks! 
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Too Ambitious? 

Here is a list of the things that Safety would like to get done either before the 2020 
boating season starts, early in the 2020 boating season, or during the 2020 boating 
season.  Perhaps Safety is being too ambitions.  Time will tell.   

Some have already been placed on the calendar because there are more moving parts 
to consider, specifically scheduling instructors from the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  We 
are trying to piggy back others with something already going on at the marina such as 
a Captains’ Hour.   

Already On The Calendar 

Two Vessel Safety Check dates, April 25 and May 9.  These have already been put on 
the calendar.  There will be a sign-up list a couple of weeks or so beforehand.   

Two Boating Safety Courses March 28 and May 9.  Many thanks to the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.  These have already put on the calendar.  One Safety Course has already 
been conducted.   

Another stakeholder meeting regarding safety on the Occoquan.  Hopefully, we can 
get this done before the season starts.  There should be no problem with the PWYC 
calendar.  The meeting will probably be held during the week, not on a Saturday or 
Sunday.   

Trying To Piggy-Back 

Fire extinguisher/flare demonstration/hands-on practice.  The OWL Volunteer Fire 
Department has agreed to come to the marina on a mutually agreeable date and 
demonstrate how to use our fire extinguishers and flares.  Each of us will have a 
hands-on opportunity to use both.   

A Rules of The Road question and answer session.  https://www.uscgq.com/ has hun-
dreds of questions and answers regarding the rules of the road.  All of the ques-
tions were used on various Master-Tonnage/OUPV-Six Pack licensing exams given 
by the Coast Guard.   

On The Safety Wish List 

Safety tried to get an AED/CPR/First Aid Course scheduled last year.  There wasn’t 
enough interest expressed by the PWYC members.  The instructor Safety had 
scheduled required a minimum of ten people.  Once there is an instructor sched-
uled, we will open it up to first PWYC members, then to the marina as a whole, 
then to whomever wants to commit.  There will be a charge.  The course, as of now, 
would combine an on-line portion that would be done at home and a hands-on 
portion that would be done at the marina.  A certificate would be provided upon 
completion.   

If you would like to suggest something that is not on the list, please email it to Bob 
Schwartz at safety@pwyc.org. 

Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  

Think Safety 
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About Boating Safety Training 
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Balance as of 12/01/2019:                                                 $ 8241.67 

Receipts (dues, COW, interest)                                        $ 5669.35 

Expenses (COW, supplies, COW DJ, check order)    $ -5179.46  

 

New balance as of 01/01/2020                                        $ 8731.56 

              Treasurer’s Report 
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Sherry Samar 

Treasurer 
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STEAMBOAT WILLIE AWARD 

 

….another reason to attend the Change of Watch if you need more than one 

 

Each year at the Change of Watch gala, our club recognizes a Captain with the prestig-
ious Steamboat Willie Award.  The award is given to the Captain who experienced an 
on-water mishap that did cause any bodily harm or significant boat damage.  Previous 
winners have: 
 
- swam the wrong way after falling off their boat 
- failed to put in the stopcock on their dinghy and had to drive it to shore before it     
  sank 
-  grounded their Searay  
-  returned to PWM pulled by a Tow Boat and with crab pots tangled in both props 
-  been rescued on their jet ski after sucking up a ski rope and losing power 
-  led a flotilla of Searays to the wrong destination 
 
In each situation, the only damage was a bruised ego. 
 
If you would like to nominate a fellow Captain (or more) for this year's Steamboat 
Willie Award, please send Mike Connolly (our fearless Commodore) an email at  
commodore@pwyc.org with a brief description of the situation.  Neither you nor the 
winner need to be present at the Change of Watch on February 29th.   If the winner is 
unable to attend the CoW, we’ll make sure to properly present the award to that      
person at some point during the boating season. 
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Important Note:  Check the PWYC.org website for updates or changes 
to the calendar. 

 

2020 PWYC CALENDAR  
Contact Denise Guess-Parsons,  Pat Ocasio, or Sherri Connolly social@pwyc.org, to help  

 FEBRUARY 

2              Board Meeting (Sunday) @ 11:30 am 
 
2                                  Slip Holders Appreciation Party @ 1:00 pm (PWM event)  
 
14-16       Richmond Boat Show (PWM event) 

29            Change of Watch (Embassy Suites Springfield); PWYC General Membership  
                Meeting 

MARCH 

7              Board Meeting @ 3:30 pm   

7                                  PWM Employee Appreciation Dinner @ 5:30 pm  

13-15       Dulles Boat Show (PWM Event)  

28            USCG Auxiliary Boating Safety Course (PWM event) 

28                               Cherry Blossom Cruise (back up date April 4th) 

APRIL           

4              Board Meeting @ 9:00 am  

4                               Cherry Blossom Cruise (back up date)  

 

Continue next page 
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11            Cook Out @ 5 pm  

18            OPENING DAY! (Joint PWM event) 
Potomac River Cleanup @ 10:00 am 
Dock Rep Meeting @ 11:30 am 
General Membership Meeting and Lunch @ 12:00 pm 
Opening Ceremony @ 1:30 pm 
Sock Burning @ 2:00 pm 
Duck Drop @ 2:30 pm  
Practical Boating Seminars @ 3:00 pm 
Captain’s Hour @ 6:00 pm 
 

25             USCG Vessel Safety Checks  

MAY         

2              Board Meeting @ TBD 

2                                    Kentucky Derby Party @ 5:00 pm 

9               USCG Vessel Safety Checks  

16             Blessing of the Fleet (ORMA event) 

16                               Dock Crawl @ 5:00 pm  

22 -25      Memorial Day Cruise to DC Wharf (HOME GAMES: Nationals versus Marlins) 

 

JUNE   

12              Board Meeting @ TBD   

12             Captain’s Hour @ 7:30pm (Host: K Dock, after Patriot Cruise Volunteer Briefing)  

13             Patriot Cruise and Salute 

19-21        Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial Beach (Joint PWM event) 

 

Continue next page 
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JULY            

11             Board Meeting @ TBD 

11              Captain’s Hour @ 6:00 pm (Host: A-D Docks) 

18             PRYCA Float In 

17-24        Annual Bay Cruise 

25              Pig Roast (Welcome home from the annual cruise) 

AUGUST          

1                Board Meeting @ 9:00 am 

2                Founders Day, Cook Out  

14-16        Three sisters raft up/DC Wharf/Yard’s Marina (HOME GAME: Nationals versus  
                 Padres)  

22             Captain’s Hour (Host: E/F/G Docks) 

SEPTEMBER            

3               Board Meeting @ 6:00pm (Thursday at EP) 

4-7           Labor Day Cruise (Joint PWM event) (Point Lookout or Cole’s Point) 

11             Patriot Day Fireworks (Friday) (PWM event) 

12            Crab Feast @ 5:00 pm  

18-20        Norfolk Boat Show  (PWM event) 

19             Captain’s Hour (Host: H Dock)  

25-27        Pirates Night on the Hook (Joint PWM event) AAAAARGH!!! 

Continue next page 
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OCTOBER 

2                Gainesville-Haymarket Rotary Club Friday Night Golf 
 
3                Board Meeting @ TBD 
  
9-12           Commodore’s Cruise  

31               Halloween Party  

NOVEMBER         

7            CLOSING DAY  
General Membership Meeting @ 4:00 pm 
Closing Ceremony @ 5:00 pm (including flag retirement) 
Chili Cook-off and Photo Contest @ 6:00 pm (Host: I/J/Boatel) 

 
DECEMBER 

5               Board Meeting @ 10:00 am/PWYC Board Brunch/2021 Calendar Build 

5              Christmas Boat Lighting (PWM event)  

12             Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery 

 

 



  

 

Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

 

All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by 

the 10th of each month.  The Lifeline will be published on or around 

the 20th of each month.                

                    

 Submit via email to:  jasonblanch@gmail.com  

 

 

This issue is brought to you by the letter ‘I’ - as in “I want to go  

boating, but I’m winterized!”  
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            Jason Blanchette 

               Lifeline Editor   


