
  

 

           

Lifeline  
 

Member Club Of:  Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association (CBYCA)   
& 

Potomac  River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) 
 

 
 

Prince William Yacht Club  

Happy Holidays 2019  
December/January Edition 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

From the Helm …….2-3 

Welcome Aboard....4-5 

Ships Manifest………….6 

Membership Form…......7 

About Boating Safety…....8 

Treasurer's Report…………9 

Reimbursement Request…….10 

PWM Holiday Boat Lighting…..11-12 

Change of Watch Gala Information…...13 

CBYC Event………….14 

PRYCA Events………...15-16 

Wreaths Across America………………….17 

 

 

Picture Courtesy of Kris Blanchette  

           

Lifeline  
 

Member Club Of:  Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association (CBYCA)   
& 

Potomac  River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) 
 

 

Happy Holidays 

 

Prince William Yacht Club  

              Picture Courtesy of Kris Blanchette 



  

 

  

                      

  

 

 

 

              Mike Connolly 

            Commodore 

            commodore@pwyc.org  
                       

 

 

 

 

PWYC BRIDGE  

 

COMMODORE  

Mike Connelly 

“Summer Daze” (D-9)  

 

 VICE COMMODORE  

Rick McHarg 

“Eagle One” (K-40)  

 

REAR COMMODORE  

James Smith 

“Express Yourself” (H-41) 

 

 SECRETARY  

Ralph Ocasio 

“Seas the Moment” (G-36) 

   
 

TREASURER 

 Sherry Samar  

“Irish Hawk: (E-06)  

 

 IPC  

J Gaston  

“Patriot Dreams” (H-43)  

 

 MEMBERSHIP CHAIR  

Kris Blanchette 

 “Lucky Paws” (D-15)   

 

LIFELINE EDITOR 

Jason Blanchette 

“Lucky Paws” (D-15) 

 

SOCIAL CHAIR 

Denise Guess-Parsons 

 “Finally Got It Right” (F-6) 

 

CO-SOCIAL CHAIR 

Sherri Connolly 

“Summer Daze” (D-9)  

 

CO-SOCIAL CHAIR 

Pat Ocasio 

“Seas the Moment” (G-36) 

 

  SAFETY CHAIR 

 Bob Schwartz  

“Alexandra” (F-12)  

 

 IT Services  

Virginia Gaston 

“Patriot Dreams” (H-43) 

 

 PRYCA DELEGATE 

 Sheldon Lu and Beth Lu 

  

 CBYCA DELEGATE  

Tim Abel 

FROM THE HELM  

VOLUME MMXIX/MMXX—ISSUE 12/1             DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020 

2 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Your 2020 PWYC Board of Directors is in-place and enthusiastically 

working on the club’s 2020 activities.  If you missed the November 

General Membership meeting, the club voted to accept the 2020 Flag 

Officers.  In addition to me as commodore, the other flag officers are: 

                              Vice Commodore: Rick McHarg 

                              Rear Commodore: James Smith 

                             Secretary: Ralph Ocasio 

                             Treasurer: Sherry Samar 

                              Immediate Past Commodore: J Gaston 

 

At the December Board of Directors meeting, the new flag officers voted 

to approve the following fleet captains: 

                              Membership: Kris Blanchette 

                              Social: Denise Guess-Parsons 

                              Safety: Bob Schwartz 

                              IT Services: Ginger Gaston 

                              Newsletter: Jason Blanchette 
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Additionally at the December board meeting, our representatives to the Chesapeake Yacht Club As-

sociation and Potomac River Yacht Club Association were seated: 

 

 CBYCA Delegate: Tim Abel 

 PRYCA Delegate: Sheldon & Beth Lui 

 

By next month, we hope to finalize the 2020 Dock Representatives and provide you with their in-

formation. 

For now, please congratulate the new board and thank them for volunteering their time and efforts 

to making our club the outstanding organization that it is! 

Speaking of thanks, I’d like to recognize the outstanding contribu-

tions of our outgoing 2019 board  members who won’t be returning 

this year.  Eric Stoltz did an awesome job keeping our IT Services 

alive after our website service provider went out of business.  Una 

Murphy performed wonderfully as our Membership Chair making 

new club members feel welcome and managing the entire club’s 

membership rolls.  Vicky Carr did an outstanding job as our Rear 

Commodore, championing the development of a number of novel 

boating educational events and new cruises around the Potomac 

River and Chesapeake Bay. 

The board plans to complete the calendar of events shortly and send it out to the club in the next 

few weeks.  However, one thing we know for sure is that the Change of Watch (the “CoW”) will 

be  on  February 29, 2020.  As always, the 2020 CoW will be a blast and the party will 

continue with an AFTER PARTY PARTY!  Look for more information on how to sign-

up later in the Lifeline.  Our Social Chair, Denise Guess-Parsons (social@pwyc.org) is 

already accepting checks! 

One final plug…if you haven’t paid your 2020 dues, please do so as soon as you can.  It really helps 

the club develop its annual budget if all of our members pay their dues as early as possible.  Please 

see our Membership Chair, Kris Blanchette (membership@pwyc.org) to renew your membership.   

See you on the water, 

 

Mike Connolly 

Summer Daze, D-3 

 

 

 

 

Vicky Carr gets into the Christmas Spirit 
while Sugar Plum Fairy Bob does a big-
time photo-bomb. 

mailto:social@pwyc.org
mailto:membership@pwyc.org


  

 

Rick McHarg 

Vice Commodore 

vicecommodore@pwyc.org  

 

My wife Kris McHarg and I are both retired Navy and long time Prince 

William boaters, having joined the Marina in 2000 with the first EAGLE 

ONE on L dock.   We moved to K dock in 2018 before departing on the 

Great Loop adventure in May 18 and we  returned to slip K-40 in May 

2019.  The blog is located at: 

 

www.wordpress.eagleoneadventures.com 

 

EAGLE ONE IS A 2000 SeaRay 450 EB.  I look forward to a robust dock 

representative corps and seeing many of you on the docks and on the 

water, at Captains hours, and at the Change of Watch (CoW) Celebration 

Feb 29.   Look for information on safety classes, a new 2020 calendar, 

and the upcoming events at the end of this and the next Lifeline newslet-

ter. 

 

I look forward to serving as your Vice Commodore. 

WELCOME ABOARD! 
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James Smith 

Rear Commodore 

rearcommodore@pwyc.org  
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James Smith “Express Yourself, H-41” hails from the Bronx, New York. 

After graduating from the New York Institute of Technology with a Bache-

lor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1975 Captain Smith became a 

United States Marine Corps Officer.  While on active duty Captain Smith 

attended the University of Southern California and in 1984 he was award-

ed a Master of Science Degree in Systems Management.  In 1990 James 

deployed to the Persian Gulf in support of  in Operation Desert Storm.  

Where he flew more than 30 combat missions and received  Combat Ac-

tion Medals as well as a number of other awards.  In 1995 he was appoint-

ed the Squadron Commander of Marine Attack Helicopter Squadron 773 

in Atlanta, Georgia, just the 3rd African American in the history of the Ma-

rine Corps to achieve that position.  He retired from the Marine Corps in 

1999 after achieving the rank of Colonel. 

James started flying for United Airlines in 1992.  In his airline career he 

has amassed over 10000 hours flying the B727, B737, B777 and the Airbus 

A320.  At United Airlines he has also filled positions as an Interview Cap-

tain,  Flight Operations Duty Manager where during his shift he was re-

sponsible for the carriers worldwide operations, and  the Assistant Chief 

Pilot for the Washington DC pilot base. 

James became a member of the PWYC in 2018.  With the assistance of 

other yacht club members his experience has grown exponentially alt-

hough he realizes that just like flying, Captaining a boat is a constant 

learning process.  He accepted the offer to become Rear Commodore so as 

to utilize his organization skills in planning fun, safe and exciting ground 

and sea events for the 2020 boating season 

Captain Smith is married to the former Quintina Hall and has 3 sons,  Ja-
maal, Shawonn and James III. 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


  

 

Kris Blanchette 

Membership Chair  

membership@pwyc.org  

Ship’s Manifest   
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The 2020 PWYC Membership Drive is here!! Help us make it a record year, if you 

know marina friends or dockmates who have not yet renewed, please give them a 

reminder.  If you know marina friends or dockmates who are not members, please 

recruit them for membership!   

 
Renew early and you could win!! Anyone who renews their membership before  
December 31, 2019 will be eligible for the "Annual Get Your Dues Back Drawing”, 
held at the PWM Slip Holders Party in February!  
 
Please help me welcome new and renewing Prince William Yacht Club Members 
(from October 8, 2019 – December 1, 2019 – any membership payments received 
after this date will be listed in the February Lifeline): 
 
John Whiteford, Let's Go, B-7 
Bob and Vicky Carr, Carruisin', H -40 
Oscar "Mac" McNeil, Vino Veritas 
Sherman and Ling Vandevender, Dream On, K-31 
Skip Jones, Truly Blessed III 
Al Gross, Gross Weinstube III. K-21 
Greg Fletcher, Boatel 
Wayne Sharp, FUNDAY IV 
Jim Khoury, Judy Blue Eyes II, K-20 
Raul Rivas, Boatel 
Harold and Lisa Jenkinson, April Fools, E-8 
Walter and Jeanne Seiberling, Jeanne Marie II, Trailer/Home 
Skyler Stegall, Anger Management, D-12 
Ted & Stephanie Miller, Czarina Anna, B-17 
Jerry Little, Sea Duction, Tyme n’ Tyde 
 
If you haven’t renewed your membership for the 2020 season and want to do so 
now, you have options! 
 

Subscribe via PayPal or Credit Card at pwyc.org  

(click on “Payments”) 

Or 

Send a $100.00 check made payable to: PWYC to 

PWYC Membership Committee 

c/o Prince William Marina 

12849 Gordon Boulevard 

Woodbridge, VA 22192-3240 

 
Thanks everyone, see you on the docks!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

7 

VOLUME MMXIX/MMXX—ISSUE 12/1            DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
 

 
 

Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  

About Boating Safety Training 
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              Treasurer’s Report 
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Sherry Samar 

Treasurer 
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PWM HOLIDAY BOAT LIGHTING 

Congratulations to the winners of the holiday boat lighting!  Also a huge thank you to Prince   

William Marina and all those who attended.  It was a wonderful event! 

1st Place -  Tim Weston  
                     (Giddy Up)                   

2nd Place - Bob and Vicky Carr  
                (Carruisin’) 

3rd Place - Michael  Southard 
                      (Nied-A-Break) 
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Santa is always thinking ‘Safety First’ while on 

the water! 

Photos  1-4 courtesy of Lou Ward 

Photo 5 courtesy of Jason Blanchette 
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PCS is sponsoring wreath purchases. When you purchase a 
wreath ($15 each), $5 comes back to PCS assisting Wounded 
Veterans and their families throughout the year.  Last day to 

purchase wreaths for 2019 is 10 December.

Go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org

Under banner “Sponsor Wreaths”, click on “Local Fundraising Group”;
Select number of wreaths, 

Type in code VA0051P for Patriot Cruise then begin checkout. 
Continue following instructions

Donations of 3 or more wreaths will be entered in a drawing to win a 
Patriot Cruise gift basket.

Patriot Cruise & Salute (PCS)
is sponsoring Wreaths Across America (WAA). 
WAA supports National Cemeteries across the 

country so share with family and friends.



  

 

                   Jason Blanchette 

                   Lifeline Editor   

                   Lucky Paws (D-15) 

 

                   Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

                   All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by the 10th of                      

                   each month.  The Lifeline will be published on or around the 20th of each  

                   month.                

                    

                   Submit via email to:  jasonblanch@gmail.com  

DECEMBER 
             
              14        Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery 
                           
              14        CBYC Event (see pg. 14) 
 
JANUARY 
 
             11        PWYC Monthly Board Meeting 
               
             24      PRYCA Pub Crawl (see pg. 15) 
 
             25      PRYCA Change of Watch (see pg. 16) 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
               2        PWYC Monthly Board Meeting/PWM Slipholders Appreciation Party 
 
              29       PWYC Change of Watch (see pg. 13) 
 
MARCH 
              
              28       Boating Safety Classes (see pg. 8) 
 

18 

2019/2020 Upcoming Social Calendar   
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