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FROM THE HELM  

 

Looks like the rainy season is over and the weather finally suits our clothing!  Happy 
July everyone!  June was a great month to be underway.   

Cont’d. on page 3 
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This year's Patriot's Cruise and Sa-
lute was another great event; and 
Robyn, Cheryl, Dave and I were 
honored to host two warriors and 
their guests aboard the Buzzed Gob-
bler.  Congratulations and thank you 
to Ed and Christine Mason for their 
commitment to this event.  I'm con-
fident I speak for the PWYC mem-
bership by saying we are honored 
for the opportunity to give back to 
our warriors in our unique way. 
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FROM THE HELM  

Dennis R Gatens  

Commodore, PWYC  

Buzzed Gobbler, K-15 
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I thought I would provide a monthly update of the McHarg's and 

their Great Loop adventure.  Rick and Chris are officially 

"loopers" and are well underway.  Their last update finds them at 

Port Trent Marina in Trenton, Ontario in the Bay of Quinte.  In 

the coming days they'll be traversing forty four lock of the Trent 

Severn Canal, making their way to Lake Huron.  Along the way 

Rick discovered one of Canada's finest!  We wish them continued 

safe travels as they enjoy their adventure.  

A few quick updates: 
 

PWYC website:  Our volunteer team is back to finishing 
up the upgraded website and expects to have it back 
online in July.  Please continue to visit the PWYC        
FaceBook page and watch for emails for updates and 
news.  And don't hesitate to email any of the bridge 
members with questions and news. 
 
L Dock:  While Prince William Marina continues to make 
progress towards opening L Dock, there is not an official 
date yet.  Both Michelle and I will be sure to inform    
everyone by email once there is an update.  In the mean 
time gas is available at the boatel as many of you know.  
But keep in mind the boatel slip is a very busy place on 
Saturday and Sunday, so it is strongly advised that you 
try to gas up during the week, and call ahead to see if 
they can accommodate your boat.  The number is 703-
929-5800. 
 

Safe boating everyone..and stay cool! 

 
 
 



Vice Commodore,  Mike Connolly 

vicecommadore@pwyc.org  
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THE DECK LOG 

Cont’d. on page 5 

The boating season is in full swing.  I hope you’ve been able to get out and enjoy 

the water (while avoiding all the debris from the recent storms). 

Thanks again to Ed and Christine Mason for once again championing the Patriot 

Cruise and Salute.  The PCS gets better every year. 

Thanks also to Dave Gavitt who is championing the Pig Roast this year.  It’s 

scheduled for Saturday, 14 July. 

On Saturday, 28 July, A/B/C/D Docks will host the monthly Captain’s Hour. 

The Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial Beach was a great success.  We had a large 

turnout and a good time was had by all.  Thanks to Steve Levenson & Una Mur-

phy for setting this up and ensuring it was a great event. 

Here are some pictures I took with my drone during the Father’s Day Cruise.   

 

Sunset on Friday, 15 June. 
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THE DECK LOG 

Same time as the first picture, looking the other direction. 

Appetizers on Friday evening. 

                        5 

Cont’d. on page 6 
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THE DECK LOG 

Another picture of Friday night appetizers. 

 Lounging on the beach, Saturday afternoon. 

Cont’d. on page 7 
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THE DECK LOG 

 

Mike Connolly 
Summer Daze, D-9 

We couldn’t have asked for better weather. 

See you on the water. 
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Rear Commodore, Steve Levenson 

Rearcommadore@pwyc.org  

ANCHORS AWEIGH!!!  

 

What a great event the PWYC-organized Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial 
Beach became. Lots of good weather and good company. For the almost 
fifty members that attended this year we were welcomed by the Colonial 
Beach Yacht Club with a surprise dock side welcome party, followed Fri-
day night by heavy hor d’ouvres and beer on the beach and (for those who 
dared) a challenging trivia event.  Thanks to Mike Munnis for organizing 
the group for a 5K Fun Run/Walk and Prince William Marina for a great 
afternoon on the beach.  Yes there was live music and dancing later that 
night at the dockside restaurant and a great sendoff breakfast on Sunday 
morning. 

 

Summer is here and there are lots of fun events on the water that we can 
enjoy, For example, to celebrate our Nation’s birthday, the following 
events are planned and easily accessible by boat: 

 

• Alexandria City will have a celebration Sat Jul 7, 2018 7:00 PM - 10:00 
PM Oronoco Bay Park, featuring entertainment, cannon salute during 
the 1812 Overture, food and beverage sales, and grand Finale fireworks 
at 9:30.  See https://www.alexandriava.gov/Marina#Docking for 
docking information. 

 
• (DC) For those who wish to venture downtown check out marinas that 

let you view the DC fireworks.  Two are James Creek http://
boatingindc.com/marinas/james-creek-marina/ and the Gangplank                                      
http://www.gangplank.com/ .  Check with these Marinas soon because 
they have minimum stays and fill up quickly.   
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Cont’d. on page 9 
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ANCHORS AWEIGH!!! 

 

We are looking forward to seeing a new event championed by Vickie Carr and Frank Beatty that will 
take a one week trip around the Bay.  See other articles in earlier publications of Lifeline for destina-
tion details.  This event has been planned for months and we wish these boaters good weather and 
smooth seas for what we hope will become an annual event. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the Three Sisters raft up on August 11 -12.  If you are planning on attend-
ing, please send me an email to murphyslawpwm@gmail.com with Three Sisters RSVP in the subject 
line.  

   

This has been a slow start on the boating season this year with the rain issues putting so much debris 
in the river.  Hopefully now that summer is here we can get back to cruising, tubing and swimming 
again in the river. 

 

As always, I am looking for inputs for other cruising events and/or new ideas for those we have already 
planned. If you have made any trips and would like to share with others, the LIFELINE is a great ave-
nue to post them; especially new destinations, raft-ups, and tips and tricks that may be valuable to our 
fellow club members!  

Steve Levenson  

Rear Commodore  

Murphy’s Law H-39 
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Hi everyone – I hope the summer has been treating you well and you have had some 
fun out on the water and back at the docks.  I have noticed that we still have a LOT 
of membership packets still at the boathouse.  If you have not yet picked up your 
membership packet, you can find it in Boathouse #2 (next to the pool).  If you don’t 
find your packet, please let me know and I will pull another one together for you.  
 
Please help me welcome new and renewing Prince William Yacht Club Members 
(between June 1 and June 25, 2018 - any membership payments received after this 
date will be listed in the August Lifeline)**: 
 

• Robert & Kirsten Jolly, Boatel 

• James “Jimmy” Lindsey, Baby Kai, G-28 
• Sheldon and Beth Lu,  Taiwan-On, I-12 
• Bill & Elise Thompson, Fur Elise, I-25 

 
** If you have already renewed your membership and don’t see your name here, you 
may have been recognized in a previous issue of Lifeline. If you are not sure if you’ve 
renewed yet, email me at membership@pwyc.org and I will be happy to check! If 
you know you haven’t renewed your membership for the 2018 season and want to 
do so, Please send a $75.00 check made payable to: PWYC to: 
 

PWYC Membership Committee 

c/o Prince William Marina 

12849 Gordon Boulevard 

Woodbridge, VA 22192-3240 

 
 

BURGEES for SALE! 

 
If you are interested in purchasing a PWYC burgee, please send me an email at 
bltutone@gmail.com.  Burgees are $25.00 each.  I can take a check or cash! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Chair, Una Murphy 

membership@pwyc.org  
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Ship’s Manifest   

Membership Chair 

Una Murphy 

membership@pwyc.org  
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Bob Schwartz, Safety Officer  

safety@pwyc.org  

 

2017 Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics 
 

This is the link to the USCG 2017 Recreational Boating Statistics.     
http://uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-
2017.pdf 
 

There is a lot of information contained in the report.  Take a look at the 2017 
Executive Summary on pages 6 and 7.  A not very close reading contained in 
this Summary leads to lots of conclusions among which are: 
 

• Most of the top five primary accident types are within our control. 
• Drowning (449 individuals) is ranked as the number one known cause of 

death on the water.   
• 84.5% of the drowning victims were not wearing a life jacket (449 x .845 = 

379). 
 

From the Coming Back Alive people:  As far as the youngsters/youngest are 
concerned:  It can take less than a minute for a child to drown.  The Coming 
Back Alive people believe that children between birth and five years should 
wear Coast Guard approved PFDs on beaches, docks and in boats.  
 

Children between the 6 and 11 years should wear approved PFDs on 
docks, boats, inner tubes and riverbanks. Teens and adults should wear 
PFDs on boats or inner tubes.  See the water safety pages.   
 (http://comingbackalive.com/boatingsafety.html).   
 

• Most of the top ten known primary contributing factors of accidents are with-
in our control.   

• Alcohol use was the number five known primary contributing factor in the 
number of accidents on the water. 

• Alcohol use was the leading contributing factor (19% of 102 fatalities) in fa-
tal boating accidents; where the primary cause was known.      
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The Same Old Same Old – It Should Never Get Old 
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Cont’d. on page 12 

http://uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2017.pdf
http://uscgboating.org/library/accident-statistics/Recreational-Boating-Statistics-2017.pdf
http://comingbackalive.com/boatingsafety.html


Avoiding Distracted Driving—Situational Awareness 
 
Spit balling some 2017 Coast Guard numbers:   
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Top Five Primary Accident Types Accidents Deaths Injuries 

Collision with recreational vessels 1145 49 721 

Collision with fixed objects 470 63 327 

Flooding / swamping 435 76 132 

Grounding 368 17 224 

Falls overboard 306 179 126 

Totals 2724 384 1530 

        

Collision with recreational vessels, colli-
sion with fixed objects, grounding 1983 129 1272 

        

% of total 73% 34% 83% 

Cont’d. on page 13 

Collision with recreational vessels, collision with fixed objects, and grounding can be reasonably 
considered associated with a lack of situational awareness.   A lack of situational awareness can rea-
sonably be considered responsible for 73% of the top five primary accident types, 34% of the 
deaths, and 83% of the injuries.   
 
Note the disproportionate number of deaths, 179, as a result of falling overboard.  Might it be out of 
line to suppose that most of these people were not wearing a life jacket?   
 
On page 40 of the June/July issue of BoatUS Magazine, is a nice article on an attempt to develop a 
training system that will lead to improved vessel driver situational awareness.  The BoatUS Foun-
dation for Boating Safety and Clean Water, the US Coast Guard, and the National Safe Boating 
Council are working on together on something called SCAN.   
 
SCAN stands for: 
 
• Search the area all around our craft.  This is a 360-degree examination of everything on the 

water around our boat.  The faster we are moving the farther out we will need to search.  The 
faster the observed vessel or object we are observing the further out we will need to search. 

 
• Concentrate on what we are seeing.  Is it a boat?  If so, what type of boat is it? What is it do-

ing?  Is it drifting or anchored?  If it is moving, what is its relative speed? If it is an object, is it 
stationary or moving?  Things can happen fast out there.  These are questions we must consider 
while searching. 

 
 



Analyze what we are watching.  Is it coming closer or moving away?  If it is moving toward us, 

how fast is it closing?  If the driver of the other vessel is closing with us, are they taking correc-

tion action?   

 

If it's another boater, do we believe he or she sees us?  We should never assume that we are being 

seen.  The other operator may be distracted.  Is the driver of the other vessel providing any indi-

cation that they see us?  

 
Remember, if the object we are observing is at a constant bearing with decreasing range (meaning 

we are getting closer to it, and its relative position to us is not changing), we are on a collision 

course.   

 
Negotiate. What does good seamanship tell us to do in our observed situation?  Should we slow 

down, turn away from the other boat or object, or head in another direction?  Review the Navi-

gation Rules. They will tell us the proper action to take when meeting head on, crossing, or 

overtaking another craft. 
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Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  
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                                                                                             Denise Guess-Parsons 

                   Lifeline Editor   

                   Finally Got It Right, F6 

                   Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

                   All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by the                         

                   20th of each month                      

                   Submit via email to: densieguess77@gmail.com  
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Upcoming Events: 

JUL  Y 

8Board Meeting 9:00 a.m. 

  14 Pig Roast 

  15-22 Week-Long Chesapeake Bay Cruise (TBD) 

  28 Captain’s Hour 6:00 p.m. (A/B/C/D) 

 

AUG  UST  

4 Board Meeting 9:00 a.m. 

  11-12 Three Sisters Raft-Up 

  17-19 Point Lookout Marina Cruise (PWM) 

  25 Captain’s Hour 6:00 (E/F/G) 
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