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Dennis R. Gatens 
Commodore, PWYC 
Buzzed Gobbler @ K15 

The longest day of the year is long behind us, and August days will become      
noticeably shorter.   But there’s still plenty of great boating ahead of us this sea-
son. 
 
It’s been a number of years, since PWYC participated in the PRYCA annual Float 

In weekend held at Coles Point.  This year, led by our Rear Commodore Vicky 

Carr, PWYC participated as part of a team that included Capital and Lodge Creek 

Yacht Clubs.  Despite the blistering temperatures, 55 boats and 124 attendees 

made their way to Coles Point Marina for the event.  There were competitive 

games and a Friday night mixer.  The winner of the competition was Fairfax 

Yacht Club, followed by Occoquan Yacht in 2nd and the PWYC, Capital and Lodge 

Creek team in 3rd place!  Congratulations!  Look for more details and pictures 

later in this month’s Lifeline.   

Robyn and I are looking forward to captaining the Commodore’s Cruise to Tides 
Inn on the Rappahannock, August 9 -12.  There’s still time to sign up and join us.  
Contact Tides Inn Marina to see if there are still slips available.  Right now, we 
have seven boats participating. 
 
On September 7th we will hold a General Membership Meeting at 11.30 am, with 
lunch provided following the meeting.  This is the morning of the Crab Feast, so 
I’m hoping many of our members will join us.  My goal with this meeting is to 
provide a state of PWYC, along with hear your feedback on the boating season so 
far.  I’ll send a reminder in mid-August.  Please make plans to join us! 
 
Safe Boating! 



Vice Commodore,  Mike Connolly 

vicecommodore@pwyc.org  

Just in case you didn’t notice, the weather turned a little hot towards the middle of Ju-

ly.  I think you’ll agree that it’s better to deal with the heat than the terrible boating 

weather we experienced last year.  There always has to be a silver lining.  Additionally, 

the Nats have stepped-up their game since the All Star break…let’s hope their bullpen 

can keep up with their starting pitchers and bats.   

A number of us headed up to several of the marinas in the District for the 4th of July.  

Thanks to Jack & Sherry Samar and our Rear Commodore, Vicky Carr, and everybody 

who helped coordinate the events. 

A, B, C, and D docks hosted our July Captain’s Hour on the 13th.  Thanks to the dock 

reps (Pam Cressy, Tom & Becky Payne, and Jason & Chris Blanchette) for pulling eve-

rything together for the theme of ‘Margarita Madness.’  There were a lot of folks who 

helped and brought outstanding appetizers and libations, but a special shout-out to 

Adriana Guedel and Scott Parsons who outdid themselves with their contributions. 

 
 
 
 

THE DECK LOG 
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Cont’d. on page 4 

The club begins to assemble for the July Captain’s Hour. 

Denise Parsons, Adriana Guedel, Scott Parsons, and Jason Blanchette offer a toast to an-

other successful Captain’s hour. 
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Cont’d. on page 5 

Jay and Jennifer Conley, new PWYC members, admire the amazing spread of food and libations that the club has assembled for our 

monthly Captain’s Hour. 

By the time this Lifeline is published, folks will be returning from the Southern Bay Cruise.  Many thanks to Frank Beatty for setting up this 

event. 

Are you still looking for something to do this August?  We have a full calendar for the month.  Prince William Marina will host a cruise to 

Coles Point from 3 to 4 August.  Our Commodore, Dennis Gatens will lead a cruise to Tides Inn Resort & Marina from 9 to 12 August.  Please 

email Dennis & Robyn at robyngt1985@gmail.com to RSVP and call Tides Inn Marina at 800-843-3746 to make a slip reservation.  E, F, and 

G docks will host the August Captain’s Hour on 17 August, 6pm, at the Blue Bath House.  This month’s Captain’s Hour has a ‘Parrot Head’ 

theme…see the flyer at the back of the Lifeline for details (please bring a dish to share).  On 24 August, Prince William Marina will host their 

annual ‘Poker Run.’  And finally, the club will cruise down to White Point Marina over Labor Day from 31 August to 2 September. 

 …and it’s not too early to start thinking about September.  The annual Pirate’s Night on the Hook is scheduled for 21 – 22 September.  This 

will be the 10th anniversary of this prestigious event and it’s going to be special. Prince William Marina co-hosts this with the club and they’re 

providing hamburgers, hot dogs, and beer on the 21st, as well as breakfast on the 22nd.  You don’t need a pirate’s costume…but it helps.  If 

you’d like to purchase a 10th anniversary t-shirt, please see me.  Please see the flyers at the end of the Lifeline for more information.  Party 

While You Can! 

Keeping with the theme of long-range planning:  are you wondering how you can get more involved with the PWYC?  Do you want to contrib-

ute more to our outstanding organization?  If so, please consider becoming a member of next year’s board.  You can talk to any current board 

member to find out more information. 

And finally, I’ve included a flyer in this Lifeline from Doug Burum’s Rotary Club.  Doug has made it possible for folks to contribute to our 

annual Patriot Cruise and Salute through his Rotary Club.  Many of us contribute our valuable time to this worthwhile event, but please con-

sider donating some money as well.  We should be very proud of this event and people like Doug who work to make the Patriot Cruise so 

great.  Please consider donating to the Patriot Cruise through Doug’s Rotary Club. 

mailto:robyngt1985@gmail.com
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The view from above the marina on 13 July. 

See you on the water, 

Mike Connolly 
Summer Daze, D-9 



 

Rear Commodore, Vicky Carr 

rearcommodore@pwyc.org  

      “…to promote safe, enjoyable, and responsible boating activi-
ties”  PWYC Bylaws, Article II 

            

GET UNDERWAY 
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                    2019 PWYC On-Water Events  
 
FEB 9: Night Boating Seminar  
APR 6: Cherry Blossom Cruise With Optional Alexandria 
destination  
APR 13: Practical Boating Seminars  
APR 20: Opening Day! 
APR 27-28: Nationals Baseball Game Cruise 
MAY 4: On-Water Raft Up On T (12:00-3:00pm) 
MAY 11: Spring Raft Up At Mattawoman Creek 
MAY 18: Blessing of the Fleet, Boat Photoshoot, Lunch 
Cruise 
MAY 25-27: Memorial Day Cruise To DC Wharf 
JUN 1: Night Boating Practice Trip (date to be confirmed) 
JUN 8: Patriots Cruise and Salute 
JUN 15-16: Father’s Day Cruise to Colonial Beach 
JUN 19 –20 (rain date JUN 25-26) : Gals at the Helm  
JUL 4-7: Fireworks Cruise To Alexandria/National    
Harbor 
JUL 12-21: Southern Bay Cruise: Cape Charles,         
Portsmouth, Yorktown, Tides Inn Resort & Marina 
JUL 19-21 PRYCA Float-In (Coles Point) 
JUL 27: Day Cruise To Alexandria 
AUG 3-4: Coles Point Cruise (PWM-sponsored) 
AUG 9-12: Commodores Cruise To Tides Inn Resort and 
Marina 
AUG 31-SEP 2: Labor Day Cruise To White Point 
SEP 21-22: Pirate’s Night on the Hook (With a Special      
Invitation For Day Boaters) 
SEP 28-29: National Harbor Cruise 
OCT 12-14: Solomons Island Cruise With Optional     
Annapolis Destination 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE: 24/7 FUEL:  Occoquan Harbor Marina has 24/7 fuel 
pumps (with credit card) (Thank you, Ray Toczylowski for the tip!).  Nice to 
know if need fuel in early morning/late evening/or Monday non-business hours.  
(Diesel pump currently needs repair there so Diesel temporarily only available 
during their business hours.) 

 

FUN AND DONE!  5 successful cruises since the July Lifeline:   

JULY 12-21: SOUTHERN BAY CRUISE.  5 boats (CarRUISIN’, Naught on 
Call, No Vacancy, Taiwan-On, and Working Late) had a blast visiting all 5 desti-
nations (White Point marina, Cape Charles Town Harbor, Tidewater Marina in 
Portsmouth, York River Yacht Haven, and Tides Inn Resort). Three more boats 
joined later in the week: Crew Lounge at Yorktown, Uptown Girl and Murphy’s 
Law at Tides Inn.  Just a few highlights:  spectacular sunrises and sunsets, Toz’ 
orange crushes, golf cart trips thru the forest to the brewery, shopping/dining in 
quaint Cape Charles, tour of the USS Wisconsin, boating past the aircraft carrier/
submarines/other big ships at Norfolk, earning our ‘we’ve traveled in the ocean!’ 
bragging rights (detour down to Rudee’s Inlet at Virginia Beach), and lots of pool 
time!  Other than Sheldon & Beth Lu waking up to a fried yellow electric cord 
(fortunately no major damage and repaired same day), misadventures were 
small: $3 straws, a golf cart that ran over its headlight, a jellyfish in a strainer, 
and Casey Dowling immediately upon docking asking the young dockhand, 
‘Excuse me, where can we find some grass?”.  So many laughs and good times 
with now great friends: Jay & Casey (& Finn) Dowling, Sheldon & Beth Lu, Phil & 
Vicki Kirby, Ray & Erin ‘Toz’, Dave & Sonia Astle, and Bob & Vicky Carr.  We’re 
all in for a northern Bay trip next year!  Major kudos to Captain Frank Beatty 
who spent months planning this for us, making all reservations, and putting to-
gether a 2” thick binder for each participant chockfull of useful info that made 
the trip go off without a hitch.  (Unfortunately, Frank and Debbie had to back out 
at the last minute after Debbie was injured in a car accident; grateful she was 
cleared by her doctor in time to join us at our last stop, Tides Inn.) 

Cont’d on page 7 

mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


      “…to promote safe, enjoyable, and responsible boating activi-
ties”  PWYC Bylaws, Article II 
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Cont’d on page 8 



      “…to promote safe, enjoyable, and responsible boating activi-
ties”  PWYC Bylaws, Article II 
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JULY 19: NIGHT BOATING PRACTICE TRIP.  Captain Chris McCalla led the crews of Alexandra, 401K, and Let’s 
Roll, for a night time “3 hour cruise”.  Started with a detailed pre-trip briefing then departed at 6:30pm and went to the 
mooring buoy to practice radar sighting, then cruised north passing between the Virginia Shore and Craney Island, wait-
ing in the river until darkness settled in, then returning to PWM in the dark, learning and using good night boating best 
practices, arriving PWM 10pm.  Thank you, Chris!   

JULY 19-21: PRYCA FLOAT-IN @ COLES POINT.  “We took 3rd!”  55 boats from 13 yacht clubs along the Potomac 
River coming together to celebrate all things boating…and to compete for the Aquia Cup. And our little band of 6 people 
took 3rd place in the Aquia Cup competition at the PRYCA Float-In!  Way to go, PWYC team: Bob (& Vicky) Carr, Jay and 
Casey Dowling, Sheldon and Beth Lu!  What a team!  (With special thanks to Shirl Lakeway for a winning drink idea!)  We 
all want to go back next year…and bring more of you with us! 

 

 

Cont’d on page 9 



      “…to promote safe, enjoyable, and responsible boating activities”  
PWYC Bylaws, Article II 
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Vicky Carr  

Rear Commodore  

CarRUISIN, H-40  

 

JULY 27:  ALEXANDRIA DAY TRIP.  5 boats, traveled to Old Town Alexandria, lunched at Virtue Grain & Feed in Old Town, then 
returned in time for more feasting at the PWYC Pig Roast.    

 

FORGING AHEAD: (see included EVENT FLYERS – please RSVP this week for all!) 

AUG 2-4: COLES POINT CRUISE: Prince William Marina is sponsoring this trip – RSVP to Michele Price, mprice@pwmarina.com.  
Potluck on Friday, activities on Saturday.  Amenities include shaded beach, swimming pool, Tim’s at Coles Point restaurant. 

AUG 9-12: TIDES INN CRUISE (Commodore’s Cruise): Our Commodore, Captain Dennis Gatens, and First Lady Robyn, are 
leading the cruise to Tides Inn, a beautiful resort with Inn and Marina on Carter's Creek off the Rappahannock River.  Amenities include 
a large pool with bar, beach area, complimentary paddleboard & kayaks, complimentary 9-hole golf, bikes for riding into the quaint town 
with shops, restaurants, and winery. They are also planning a crabs-on-the-dock dinner, delivered by boat.    

AUG 31-SEP 2: WHITE POINT CRUISE: Captain James Smith is leading this Labor Day weekend cruise to White Point marina, a 
quiet, restful haven near the end of the Potomac River with a lovely swimming pool overlooking the water (at one of the cleanest marinas 
I’ve ever stayed in; run by one of the nicest dockmasters).  A nice ‘summer’s-coming-to-an-end’ treat.  

SEP 21-22:  PIRATES’ NIGHT ON THE HOOK (PNOTH), 10th Anniversary (With a Special Invitation to Day Boaters):  Captain 
Mike Connolly is leading this perennial favorite raft-up.  For those unfamiliar, PWM anchors a flat barge in Mattawoman Creek, and Sat-
urday all our boats come out and raft up to it (and to each other), spending the day relaxing on water floats etc behind our boats.  This 
year, one side of the raft-up is reserved for day boats…so everyone can ‘be a pirate’, even those who can’t spend the night.  PWM provides 
(FREE!) coolers of beer, and around 5pm all (all who wish) come back out dressed as pirates, while PWM grills hotdogs and hamburgers 
for us on the barge.  For those staying overnight, partying continues into the late evening (and sometimes early morning) hours.  Sunday 
morning PWM cooks a hot breakfast before we return home.  Also for the 10th anniversary – PNOTH T-shirts!  Check out the flyer for 
how to get one. 

 

SNAG-A-SLIP:  Don’t forget to snag yours…limited # of slips per 2019 cruise (full list on left).  Email rearcommodore@pwyc.org to sign
-up AND call the marina to snag a slip (marina contact info/prices/cancellation policies on PWYC website). 

 
ANCHORS UP! 

 
“A ship is safe at harbor, but that’s not what ships are for.”  Rear Admiral Grace Murray Hopper 

mailto:mprice@pwmarina.com
mailto:rearcommodore@pwyc.org


Membership Chair, Una Murphy 

membership@pwyc.org  

Ship’s Manifest   
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Membership Packets are available for the 2019 season.   

 
Your membership packet includes a hard copy of the 2019 PWYC Membership Directory, 2 mem-
bership cards and other materials.  

 
If  you would like your packet, please send me an email at membership@pwyc.org and I will leave 
one for you to pick up in the bathhouse. Last season more than 60 membership packets were never 
picked up so I will only leave one for you if you request it via email!   

 

(Please note that I can also send the membership directory to you as a pdf file.) 

 

Please help me welcome new and renewing Prince William Yacht Club members (between June 17 
and July 24).  

• Mark Bolla and Kathryn Dobrinska, F-Dock 

• Brian Burns and Ashley Sullivan, F-Dock 

• Carl and Caroline Cunningham, Our Time, L-03  

• Billy and Angel Edwards, Chillin’, B-Dock 

• Walt and Joy Heuer, Slice of Paradise, H-19 

• James and Nancy Jackson, Grand Escape, G-23 

• Joel and Kate Jackson, H-11 

• Jason and Shannon Leydig, Nauti Pleasures, L-03 

• Peter and Kellie Loughran, Boatel 

• Brian McNeice, Boatel 

• Aaron Moorefield, B-03 

• Brian and Maggie Oxendine, Boatel 

 

If you renewed your membership on or after July 25, your name will appear in the September issue 
of Lifeline.   

 

A reminder that dues have increased to $100 for the season.  If you would like to renew for the 
2019 season, you may: 

 

Make payments via PayPal at pwyc.org  

(please send an email to membership@pwyc.org  

and let me know you want to renew online) 

 
OR 

 
 
 
 
Cont’d on page 11 

mailto:membership@pwyc.org
mailto:membership@pwyc.org
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Membership Chair 

Una Murphy 

membership@pwyc.org  

Send a $100 check made payable to: PWYC to 

PWYC Membership Committee 

c/o Prince William Marina 

12849 Gordon Boulevard 

Woodbridge, VA 22192-3240 

 
 
Another reminder that PWYC burgees are available for $25.  If you would like one, please email me at member-
ship@pwyc.org. 

  

mailto:membership@pwyc.org
mailto:membership@pwyc.org


 

  
There is a lot of anchoring going on: Sea Ray Bay, Both Tim’s, Mattawoman Creek, Wade’s Bay, and the 
Three Sisters are but some of the places that get crowded on a nice day.   
 
Whether you have a “big” vessel or a “small” vessel, these are the top 10 rude behaviors that the Black-
well’s believe show disrespect in an anchorage.  Some additional ones are added after the top 10.   
 
Alex and Daria Blackwell, Happy Hooking-The Art of Anchoring, Barnes and Noble, October 2011.   

http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Seamanship/Anchoring/Etiquette.html 

All of us probably have been guilty of one (or more) of these behaviors over the years and at one time or 
another.  Check the ones that are appropriate for you. 
 

 Anchoring too close to another vessel that got there first. 

 Shouting above engine noise. 

 Anchoring with different configuration than other vessels in the anchorage. 

 Shining a spotlight directly at anchored vessels. 

 Anchoring upwind of vessels and barbecuing odiferous meals on deck. 

 Running a generator very early in the morning or late into the night. 

 Allowing a dog to continue barking for prolonged periods. 

 Creating a wake in an anchorage. 

 Incessant cell phone ringing. 

 Playing loud music in proximity to others 

Some other anchorage behaviors that also might be considered rude: 

 Emptying a holding tank in an anchorage where people are swimming. 

 Throwing waste overboard. 

 Allowing halyards to slap against a spar all night. 

 Keeping navigation lights burning all night. 

 Not turning on anchor light(s). 

 Conducting “party” boat activities into the early morning hours.  

 Running the vessel into shallow water where people are swimming and scrubbing the exterior fiber-

glass. 

 
 
 

Bob Schwartz, Safety Officer  

safety@pwyc.org  

Dropping The Hook With Consideration For Others 
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Bob Schwartz 

Safety Officer  

http://cruising.coastalboating.net/Seamanship/Anchoring/Etiquette.html
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So, over the past several months, we’ve enjoyed monthly Captain’s Hours, cheered for the horses, eaten some amazing BBQ 
pig! Oh, and the year isn’t even done – the crab feast and 10th Annual Pirates Night on the Hook await!!  The thread that ties 
all these spectacular activities together – the volunteers who make ‘em happen. 

Each year, it’s important to bring some fresh ideas and new energy to the PWYC Bridge, and that comes from our members! 
Being part of the Bridge is one of the most exciting and satisfying parts of boating with PWYC. You get to meet new people, 
learn how our club operates, and share the fun involved in running the best yacht club on the Potomac. Hey, I know of what 
I speak…Ginger and I have been involved in some capacity now for almost 15 years! 

As 2019 heads for the home stretch, it’s time to begin planning next year’s Bridge. As the Chair of the Election Committee, 
I’m responsible for providing a slate of candidates to the Bridge for the five Flag Officer positions. I encourage each of you to 
talk with current and past leaders of the club to see where your unique talents and interest can help pay it forward and con-
tribute to next year’s Bridge. 

Commodore 

Vice Commodore 

Rear Commodore 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

In accordance with our By-Laws, our current Commodore and Vice Commodore can’t remain in their positions as each has 
graciously served two years already. Members currently serving in other positions may volunteer to run for office again.  If 
more than one volunteer is nominated for any of the elected positions, the Election Committee will prepare ballots for     
election by the general membership. 

Though not elected, we also welcome volunteers for the following nominative positions.  At the December Board meeting, 
when the new Bridge takes office, one person for each position will be appointed by the 2020 Commodore and confirmed by 
the Bridge: 

Membership 

Social 

Safety 

Lifeline Editor 

Webmaster 

Potomac River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) Delegate 

Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association (CBYCA) Delegate 

Those currently serving in these positions may volunteer to stay on.  If more than one volunteer is nominated for any of the 
non-elected positions, the Bridge will identify the best way to appoint the nominees, showing respect for their initiative and 
acknowledgment of their respective talents and wishes. 

If jumping right into one of the elected or nominated positions seems daunting, why don ’t you volunteer to be a Dock Rep, 
event champion, or serve on a committee?  This is YOUR club so grab the wheel with both hands and dive in – anyone can 
step up and make a difference. 

Please submit your nominations or questions via email to ipc@pwyc.org NLT 30 Sep 19.  The Election Committee will con-
firm all nominated individuals before submitting the official slate of nominees at the October Board meeting. 

Thanks very much for making our great club great!  

 

J. Gaston 

PWYC Election Committee Chair 

Patriot Dreams, H-43 

Call for Nominations –  PWYC 2019 Bridge! 
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CALLING ALL PARROT HEADS!!!! 

 

E/F/G CAPTAIN’S HOUR   

AT THE BLUE BATH HOUSE 

ON AUGUST 17th @ 6 PM 

 

PLEASE BRING A DISH 

 

BEST PARROT HEAD ATTIRE WINS A PRIZE!!! 
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2019 Social Calendar   

 
AUGUST  
              3           Board Meeting @ 9:00 am 
              3-4        Coles Point Cruise (PWM-sponsored) 
              9-12      Commodore’s Cruise to Tides Inn Resort and Marina 
              17          Captain’s Hour (Hosted by E, F, G Docks) 
              24         Poker Run 
              31-9/2  White Point Marina Cruise 
 
SEPTEMBER            
              7            Board Meeting @ 11:30 AM 
                            Crab Feast @ 5 PM 
              11           Patriot Day Fireworks (PWM hosted event) 
              13-15     Norfolk Boat Show 
              21-22    Pirates Night on the Hook (With Special Invitation for Day Boaters) 
              28-29   National Harbor Cruise 
 
OCTOBER 
              5            Board Meeting @ 9:00 am 
              12-14    Solomon’s Island Cruise with Optional Annapolis Destination 
              19          Captain’s Hour (Hosted by H Dock) 
 
NOVEMBER         
              2      CLOSING DAY  
                      General Membership Meeting @ 4:00 pm 
                      Closing Ceremony @ 5:00 pm 
                      Chili Cook-off and Photo Contest @ 6:00 pm (Hosted by I, J and Boatel) 
 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d on page 24 



                   Denise Guess-Parsons 

                   Lifeline Editor   

                   Finally Got It Right, F6 

 

                   Monthly publications of Prince William Yacht Club 

                   All articles, photographs, and announcements must be received by the                         

                   20th of each month                      

                   Submit via email to: densieguess77@gmail.com  

 
DECEMBER 
            7         Board Meeting @ 10:00 am 
                        Christmas Boat Lighting (PWM hosted event) 
            14        Wreaths Across America at Arlington National Cemetery 
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2019 Social Calendar   


